
�7�2�:�$�5�'���7�+�(���0�$�5�.��
�³�,���3�5�(�6�6���7�2�:�$�5�'���7�+�(���0�$�5�.���)�2�5���7�+�(���3�5�,�=�(����
�2�)���7�+�(���+�,�*�+���&�$�/�/�,�1�*���2�)���*�2�'���,�1���&�+�5�,�6�7���-�(�6�8�6��� �́�

���3�+�,�/�,�3�3�,�$�1�6��������������
��
��

�$���0�$�*�$�=�,�1�(���)�2�5���<�2�8�1�*���&�+�5�,�6�7�,�$�1�6��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
�2�)���$�/�/���$�*�(�6����

��
��

���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������2�F�W�R�E�H�U������������
�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������9�R�O�����������1�R��������

����������



October 2025 
Dear Reader, 

�³�:�K�L�F�K���K�R�S�H���Z�H���K�D�Y�H���D�V���D�Q���D�Q�F�K�R�U���R�I���W�K�H���V�R�X�O�����E�R�W�K���V�X�U�H���D�Q�G���V�W�H�D�G�I�D�V�W�����D�Q�G��
�Z�K�L�F�K���H�Q�W�H�U�H�W�K���L�Q�W�R���W�K�D�W���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���Y�H�L�O�´�����+�H�E���������������� 

Over the last few years, one cannot help but to wonder how long the world 
system will continue as its political institutions are falling apart and failing. 
�8�Q�F�H�U�W�D�L�Q�W�\���D�Q�G���S�H�U�S�O�H�[�L�W�\���I�L�O�O���P�H�Q�¶�V���K�H�D�U�W�V���Z�L�W�K���I�H�D�U�����P�D�Q���L�V���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���D�U�R�X�Q�G��
for answers and some stability, world leaders gathered in many summit and 
United Nations gatherings and meetings to find solutions or agreements to stop 
war and suffering of many people in many nations. Many countries are trying 
to change government systems with different political ideology, looking for a 
better and just moral system but are faced every day with more bad news and 
a grim looking future. Christians should not be surprised, and distressed as the 
earth-dwellers, for our souls have an anchor. The Word of God declares 
clearly to us where the world system is heading, for the whole world lies 
in the wicked one. The only answer to its problems is the coming of Christ. 
He and He alone will restore order and rule in righteousness. Let us not 
forget that we are citizens of Heaven. We have great responsibility today 
to point man to Christ as the source of security and stability, and to 
Heaven where our treasures should be laid up. Knowing our Heavenly 
citizenship as pilgrims and strangers her we ought not to get involved in 
political debates trying to improve the moral condition of people around 
us, this is the wrong thinks or should a I  say theology, that to say the fixing 
the world government and Christianize any political system. Remember 
what the Lord Jesus said to Pilate (John 18:36). We live in the world, and 
we go to school or work and act in our responsible life (1 Cor.8:31) as a 
representation of Christ on earth and should take every opportunity in 
very wise and bold ways to point man to the need of repentance and 
acceptance of the love of God and the gift of salvation by believing in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Thank you for the encouraging e-mails that we often receive. It is our 
prayer that the Lord will use Toward the Mark to help you to grow in 
grace and in the knowledge of Him. Please visit our website for the 
previous articles. 

Yours in our soon-coming Lord, 

Emil S. Nashed 
Please send your questions and comments to: 

Toward The Mark 
c/o Wayne Christian Assembly 

60 Smith Lane, Wayne, NJ 07470-5354 
Attention: Emil S. Nashed 

 

www.towardthemark.org 

http://www.towardthemark.org/
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MILK 
�³The truth shall make you free �  ́

The Son of Man  
A Man According to God 

Each of the four Gospels has its own purpose. In Matthew the 
Lord meets the Jew as the Messiah. In Mark He meets a needy 
world as the Servant of that need. In Luke He meets the human 
family, to speak with them as the Son of Man. In John He meets 
the church or heavenly family as the Son of the Father, to train 
them for their heavenly home. 

�³Son of Man�  ́is a title of very extensive meaning. It expresses 
man in his perfectness, a man according to God. Man stands a 
new thing in Jesus, and in Him we see all possible human and 
moral beauty. Not only is all this moral perfectness expressed by 
the title �³Son of Man�  ́when applied to the Lord Jesus, but all His 
sufferings and all His dignities are connected with Him as such. 
As Son of Man, He was humbled (Psalm 8), but He is also 
exalted to the right hand of the Majesty on high (Psalm 110). 
As Son of Man, He had not where to lay His head (Luke 9:58), 
but He also comes to the Ancient of days to take the kingdom 
(Daniel 7:13). Judgment is committed to Him as Son of Man 
(John 5).  

As Son of Man, He is Prophet, Priest, King, Heir, and Lord 
of all things, and Head and Bridegroom of the Church. As 
Son of Man, He has power on earth to forgive sins (Matthew 
9:6) and is Lord of the Sabbath (Mark 2:28), though, as the 
same, He lay three days and three nights in the heart of the 
earth (Matthew 12:40). As Son of Man, He was the wearied 
Sower of the seed, and He will be the glorious Reaper of the 
harvest. As Son of Man, He was crucified and raised again 
(Matt hew 17:9, 22�±23), but all the while, He had His proper 
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place in heaven (John 3:13�±14). And, as the Son of Man, He 
is the center of all things, heavenly and earthly (John 1:51), 
for it was in man that God had, of old, set His image, and 
when the first man who was of the earth had broken that 
image, the Son of God undertook to restore it, to accomplish 
in man the divine purpose by man, setting man in that place 
of honor and trust which God had of old provided for him. 

This title or name of the Lord, �³Son of Man,�  ́links itself with all 
of His sorrow and with all of His dignities, too, except such as 
are His as being �³over all, God blessed forever.�  ́He came as the 
anointed Man to exhibit man according to the mind of heaven, 
standing for the blessed God in the midst of the human family, 
who had deeply revolted from Him. He was the untainted One, 
and thus, growing up in the midst of others, He exposes all that 
are unlike Himself. He is the undefiled human temple raised at 
the beginning by the Holy Spirit and then filled by Him (Luke 
1:35; 4:1). He is the humbled Man, who travailed in sorrow 
here, down to the death of the cross (Philippians 2). He is the 
exalted Man, crowned now with glory and honor and by and 
by to have all dominion (Hebrews 2). 

J. G. Bellett, adapted from The Evangelists 

 

 

 

 

Search the Scriptures!  

1. What was the name of Gideon�¶s servant? 
2. Which Gospel mentions Daniel the prophet by name? 
3. Who said�����³Lord, increase our faith� ?́ 
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MEAT 
�³Sanctify them by the truth �  ́

The Fruit of Righteousness  
Righteousness is spoken of in different ways in Scripture, and it is 
essential for us to realize this if we are to understand God�¶s 
thoughts on this subject. There is God�¶s standard of righteousness 
to which man in the flesh can never attain, for God has said, �³There 
is none righteous, no, not one.�  ́Only One, the blessed Son of God 
in flesh, completely answered to God�¶s will; His every thought, 
word, and action being for God�¶s glory and pleasure. Well does He 
deserve the Name, �³Jesus Christ the righteous�  ́(1 John 2:1). 

Yet, in the Psalms, �³the righteous�  ́are often spoken of, for there were 
those who sought to do what was right in the sight of God, and although 
they did not answer perfectly to the mind of God, as did His blessed 
Son in Manhood, they were true children of God. The divine nature 
within them produced the desire to please God; and as children of 
believing Abraham, their faith was counted for righteousness. 

Then there were those like the ruler who, in Luke 18 could say 
regarding the commandments of the Law, �³All these things have I kept 
from my youth.�  ́Such was Saul of Tarsus, who wrote of himself, that 
�³touching the righteousness which is in the law�  ́he was blameless 
(Philippians 3:6). It was only when the ruler was asked by the Lord to 
sell all that he had and give to the poor that it became evident that he 
did not love his neighbor as himself; and only when Saul felt the probe 
of the commandment, �³Thou shalt not covet,�  ́that he realized that he 
did not fulfil the righteous requirements of the Law. There are many 
that men could not convict of unrighteousness by the standard of the 
Law, but the most righteous of this sort, when brought into the presence 
of the Lord, would have to confess, �³All our righteousnesses are as 
filthy rags�  ́(Isaiah 64:6). 

There is also the human standard of righteousness of which Scripture 
speaks, where it says, �³For scarcely for a righteous man will one die�  ́
(Romans 5:7). Men are not prepared to lay down their lives for one who 
demands what others owe him as well as always paying what he owes 
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to others. Some might lay down their lives for a philanthropist, who 
has done much for others; but neither human righteousness, nor 
philanthropy, can merit the blessing of God. To have God�¶s blessing 
we must have God�¶s righteousness, which is in Christ, through 
believing �³on Him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead, who 
was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our 
justification�  ́(Romans 4:24�±25). 

�³The fruit of righteousness�  ́is not the judicial aspect of righteousness 
that occupies the opening chapters of the Epistle to the Romans, but 
rather the practical expression of the divine life in those who have been 
justified in Christ; the manifestation of the features of grace and beauty 
that were seen in their fulness and perfection in the life of the Lord 
Jesus on earth. Fruit-bearing is frequently spoken of in Scripture, and 
in the New Testament it is �³by Jesus Christ,�  ́the result of the Father�¶s 
care, and �³the fruit of the Spirit.�  ́All three Persons of the Godhead are 
concerned with the production of fruit, the mature expression of the 
divine life in the saints of God. 

The Sowing of the Fruit of Righteousness 
The Apostle James refers to fruit bearing a number of times in his 
epistle, telling us in chapter 3 that �³the wisdom from above�  ́is �³full of 
mercy and good fruits.�  ́ Among these good fruits is the �³fruit of 
righteousness [which] is sown in peace of them that make peace�  ́
(James 3:17�±18). Our apostle would have us realize the importance of 
sowing in relation to the production of this precious fruit for God; and 
he tells us that it is sown for them that make peace. The Lord on earth 
said, �³Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the sons of 
God�  ́(Matthew 5:9). God has no pleasure in those who do not love 
peace, for He is �³the God of peace,�  ́and one of the seven things He 
abhors is �³those that sow discord among brethren�  ́(Proverbs 6:19). 

In making peace we take character from Christ who, in His unique 
and supreme sacrifice, �³made peace by the blood of His cross.�  ́A 
watchful foe is ever seeking to disturb God�¶s people, and the 
Scriptures witness to the many and varied ways in which he 
accomplishes his hateful work. But God would have us ever 
watchful, and with divinely given wisdom discern, and endeavor to 
remove, in love, all that would hinder the promotion of peace 
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among the saints. How blessedly was the Lord engaged in this 
gracious work when His disciples were disputing among 
themselves who should be the greatest, and how blessedly was His 
example followed by the Apostle Paul in His care for the church. 

Making peace does not mean having peace at any price, but rather the 
maintenance of all that is according to the will of God and the refusal 
of all that is contrary to His will and holy nature of love. The fruit of 
righteousness could not be sown where righteousness was ignored or 
set aside, but where peace was made through the manifestation of the 
divine nature and the refusal of all that is of the flesh. 

But peace is also the soil in which the fruit of righteousness is sown, 
the fertile soil in which the soul in communion with Christ is rooted, 
even as He said to His own before leaving this world, �³Peace I leave 
with you, my peace I give unto you.�  ́Only those who enjoy His peace 
can make peace, and it is for such that the fruit of righteousness is sown. 

Righteousness and peace are not only found together here. In Psalm 
85:10, it is written, �³Righteousness and peace have kissed each other� ;́ 
and how rightly has this been applied to the cross of Christ. Again in 
Ephesians 6, �³the breastplate of righteousness�  ́ is followed by �³and 
your feet shod with the preparation of the Gospel of peace.�  ́They are 
also linked in the next Scripture we shall consider, �³the peaceable fruit 
of righteousness.�  ́

The Production of the Fruit of Righteousness 
Our time on earth is not only for the sowing of the fruit of righteousness 
but also for its production, and this is brought out in Hebrews 12, where 
we read that, through the Father�¶s chastening, there is the yielding of 
�³the peaceable fruits of righteousness unto them which are exercised 
thereby�  ́ (Hebrews 12:11). How blessed it is when the fruit of 
righteousness is borne by saints in times of trial, through deep exercise 
of soul. 

Every trial through which we pass should be taken from the hand of a 
loving Father, who desires to bring out in us the lovely features that 
came out in their perfection in the life of Jesus; for this is indeed the 
fruit of righteousness. He ever did what was right in the sight of God, 
and this is what the Father is seeking in the lives of His children. 
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There is ever the danger of despising or fainting under the chastening, 
instead of being submissive and exercised. The knowledge of our 
relationship with God, and of the love and wisdom that actuate all His 
dealings with us, will enable us to endure while chastened of the Father. 
We can be fully assured that He has our profit in view, which will bring 
great and lasting spiritual gain for us; and that His desire is to make us 
more like Himself as partakers of His holiness. 

As in the sowing of the fruit of righteousness, so also in its production 
is it connected with peace. Exercise will bring the �³peaceful fruit of 
righteousness.�  ́Peace will fill the heart while the fruit is borne, even if 
the conditions and circumstances through which we pass are not 
�³joyous, but grievous.�  ́The blessed Lord passed through constant trial 
and sorrow while on earth, for He was �³A Man of sorrows, and 
acquainted with grief.�  ́There was no need for chastening with Him, for 
all in Him was purity and perfection, but, having passed through sorrow 
as Man. He is able to enter sympathetically into all our sorrows, and 
He who had ever commanded learned obedience by the things which 
He suffered. Yet in all His sufferings and sorrows peace filled His 
heart, while, as the True Vine, there was constantly the fulness of the 
fruit of righteousness for the pleasure of His God and Father. And what 
pleasure there is for the Father to see the same precious fruit borne in 
His children, even as the Son said to His disciples, �³Herein is my Father 
glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples�  ́(John 
15:8). 

The Display of the Fruit of Righteousness 
The prayer of Philippians 1 looks forward to �³Christ�¶s day,�  ́and the 
writer expresses the desire that the saints �³may be pure and without 
offence�  ́ for it, then adds, �³being complete as regards the fruit of 
righteousness, which is by Jesus Christ, to God�¶s glory and praise�  ́
(verses 10,11). In Christ�¶s day there will be the display in glory of the 
fruit of righteousness, which has been sown in peace and produced 
through a loving Father�¶s chastening hand. 

This prayer, while looking forward to the day of Christ�¶s glory in which 
His own will have part with Him, also considers the spiritual conditions 
in which the fruit of righteousness, in which the Apostle would have us 
complete, is borne. First, Paul desires that the love of the saints �³may 
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abound yet more and more in full knowledge and all intelligence.�  ́The 
love of the saints at Philippi had been expressed in meeting the needs 
of the prisoner of the Lord, and his gratitude to God and to them is 
evinced in his beseeching God that their affections might constantly 
abound in the full knowledge that Christianity had given them and in 
the divine intelligence that would direct aright the outflow of their 
abounding love. 

Unless the affections are right before God, and controlled by the 
knowledge of Himself and the spiritual intelligence He gives, we 
cannot form a true judgment of all we have to meet, whether in our 
individual lives or in the affairs of the assembly of God; nor can we 
approve or seek the precious things that have been procured for us 
through the death of Christ. And it is only as we go in for the 
heavenly things that are in Christ that we can be �³pure and without 
offence�  ́in view of Christ�¶s day. 

In their exercises through which the saints are enabled to live for Christ, 
the fruit of righteousness is brought forth, and this divine fruit is �³by 
Jesus Christ.�  ́Do we not find this also taught by the Lord in John 15, 
where He says to His disciples, �³Abide in me and I in you. As the 
branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abide in the vine, thus neither 
can ye unless ye abide in me�  ́(John 15:4). Our exercises never could 
produce anything for the pleasure and glory of God without 
dependence on Christ. We must continually draw upon the resources 
that are in Him so that His life might be expressed in us. 

The day of Christ will display the glory of Him whom men refused, 
and all the saints will be displayed with Him as the fruit of His work 
on the cross for God�¶s glory; and in that same glory there will be 
displayed the fruit of righteousness that has been sown and 
produced in the saints in the variety of their circumstances, 
conditions of life, and exercises, in passing through this world. But 
all that precious fruit in which the Father finds delight is the fruit 
of the Spirit, the fruit of the Father�¶s loving care for His sons, and 
the fruit of Christ �¶s resources at God�¶s right hand, from which His 
own have drawn while walking the pilgrim �¶s pathway.  
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Exercise  

�³Exercise thyself unto piety�  ́

Waiting Upon God  
�³But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they 
shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run and not be 
weary; and they shall walk, and not faint�  ́(Isaiah 40:31). 

Isaiah 40 is a wonderful chapter that refers to God�¶s people, Israel, and 
is a message of comfort unfolding His purposes of deliverance and 
blessing concerning them. It furnishes a graphic description of the 
greatness and majesty of God. The closing words, however, although 
addressed to God�¶s ancient people, are equally applicable to us today. 

�³But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they 
shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; 
and they shall walk, and not faint�  ́(Isaiah 40:31). 

Have we not all felt the preciousness of this passage in times when 
life�¶s burdens and difficulties weighed heavily upon us? These 
promises recur most readily to our minds, and yet the blessings of 
which they speak are not often experienced in the lives of many 
Christians. As a matter of fact, we run and are weary, we walk and do 
faint. The wings of our souls do not habitually beat the upper air. On 
the face of it, it is very simple. The condition stated is within the reach 
of every child of God, and four resultant blessings are made sure by the 
�³shall�  ́of Almighty God. This being so, the absence of the blessing 
proves we do not fulfill the condition. Have we ever stopped to study 
the condition carefully?  

What is it to �³wait upon the LORD�´? Everything depends on this. 
It is not simply petitioning God for something; neither is it 
�³worship�  ́exactly. Worship includes the ascription of praise, the 
worship and adoration of the soul. In order to really ascertain what 
is meant by �³waiting upon God,�  ́it is well to note that there are 
three Hebrew words translated �³wait�  ́ in this connection, each 
with a distinctive significance; then by bringing them together we 
get the answer to our inquiry. 
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In Psalm 62 we read, �³Truly my soul waiteth upon God.�  ́In the margin 
it is, �³Is silent to God� ;́ that is, there is no feeling of resentment to God�¶s 
dealings in providence�² no uprising of rebellion. It is as if, in perfect 
hush and quietness, the soul casts itself upon God. Silence implies 
waiting. But if I am restless, impatient, struggling, resisting 
Providence, shirking duties, I cannot expect the peace which brings 
strength, or the strength which brings peace, to come to me. 

In Psalm 104:27 we read, �³These wait all upon Thee; that Thou mayest 
give them their meat in due season.�  ́Here the words are the same, but 
they imply dependence and expectation�² a faith that knows no anxiety, 
but silently reaches out to take hold upon God, and which has its 
expectation from God, as in Psalm 62:5, �³My soul, wait thou only upon 
God; for my expectation is from Him.�  ́

Once more, in Proverbs 8:34 we read, �³Blessed is the man that 
heareth me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at the posts of my 
doors.�  ́The servant here is waiting on his master. He has nothing to do 
at the moment, but he waits at the door. The master does not open the 
door immediately, but there the servant waits with his ears open�² waits 
for the slightest sound from within, knowing that at any moment the 
door may be swung back and the master may say, �³My servant, go do 
this, or do that.�  ́ There can be no true waiting on God without 
willingness to obey. 

By putting these passages together, we learn that to wait upon God 
is to be silent that He may speak, and to remain so, in an attitude 
of dependence and expectation, ready for instant unquestioning 
obedience to the slightest indication of His will. 

Now a rich and fourfold promise of blessing is declared to rest upon 
the fulfillment of this condition. Are we waiting upon God? Are we 
silent to Him? Is our expectation from Him? Do we yield instant 
obedience to His will as it is revealed to us? If these questions can be 
answered in the affirmative, then the four blessings of the rest of the 
verse must follow, because God says they shall. 
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Let us see what they are. 

1. They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength.  

In the margin we see that the word rendered �³renew�  ́is �³change� �́²
they shall change their strength. It is a word used to denote change of 
garments. They shall lay aside the garment of their own strength and 
put on a garment of strength from God. 

In the passage before us, a striking contrast is drawn between the 
unwearied God and the wearied man, and then the inspired writer goes 
on to say that He that �³fainteth not, neither is weary�« giveth power to 
the faint; and to them that have no might He increaseth strength.�  ́He 
bestows strength and increases it as the circumstances demand. What a 
comforting assurance to know that in all the vicissitudes of our lives, 
whether at home or on God�¶s errands abroad, amid difficulties, 
discouragements, and disappointments, we may be strengthened with 
all power according to the might of His glory (Colossians 1:11). 

2. Then they that wait upon the LORD�« shall mount up with wings 
as eagles. Why wings as eagles? Why not wings as doves? I think it is 
because the eagle is the only bird that goes very high. No bird can stay 
still as long as the eagle; there is no restlessness in him; his is the repose 
of perfect power, and, as I have said, he has to do with immense 
heights. His life  is in the rocks among the mountains, and we are told 
that when the sun rises and his eye catches the first ray, you may see 
him stretch his mighty wings, launch out over the abyss and begin that 
tremendous spiral flight up, up higher and higher until he is lost to 
sight. The eagle mounts to immense heights, and it is even so with those 
who wait on God; and as the various needs arise, they are enabled to 
change their strength. In this connection there is a most illuminating 
word in Exodus 19:4, where in a message God gave to Moses for the 
children of Israel, He says, �³Ye have seen what I did unto the 
Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagles�¶ wings, and brought you unto 
Myself.�  ́And as with Israel, so with us. All who wait upon Him shall 
be brought as on eagles�¶ wings unto Himself. 

The two remaining blessings, �³They shall run, and not be weary; 
and they shall walk, and not faint,�  ́sound like a strange anti-climax. 
After these eagles�¶ flights above the cares and anxieties of this dim spot 
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that men call earth, are we to descend to the lower plains to run and 
walk? Yes, precisely. The eagle�¶s flight is to this very end. We ascend 
to the high altitude of communion with God that we may learn to serve 
down here according to His will. The psalmist said, �³I will run the way 
of Thy commandments, when Thou shalt enlarge my heart�  ́ (Psalm 
119:32). 

Then in the crises of life calling for special, though brief exertion, 
whether in times of danger or distress, we shall prove that �³the 
name of the LORD is a strong tower: the righteous runneth into it, 
and is safe�  ́(Proverbs 18:10). �³Shall walk, and not faint� �́² what is 
the walk? It is the everyday life, which is undoubtedly the severest 
test of all. Far easier is it to gather one�¶s energies for a swift �³run�  ́
than to �³walk.�  ́ They that wait upon the Lord shall find that, 
notwithstanding the wear and tear and the monotony of the daily 
round and common task, they are not only kept from fainting, but 
on the contrary are enabled to find in these very things room to 
deny themselves and a road to bring them nearer to God. 

In view of all this, well might the psalmist say, �³Wait on the LORD: 
be of good courage, and He shall strengthen thine heart.�  ́And then 
as one who has put his own advice to test and proved its value out 
of the richness of a wonderful experience of blessing, he repeats the 
exhortation and says, �³Wait, I say on the LORD�  ́(Psalm 27:14). 
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Rest  

�³Shall I not seek rest for thee that it may be well with thee? �  ́

Christ Our Resource ! 
�³Be careful for nothing�  ́(Philippians 4:6). 

Careful about nothing, and prayerful and thankful in everything, 
is the true attitude of those who know God towards circumstances 
in this world; and what a life of blessed contentment and peace 
would this condition of things yield. But it is not natural for  any 
one of us to be thus superior to circumstances, and it may be asked: 
Is it possible? 

The Scriptures not only give us the most blessed precepts and 
exhortations, hut these precepts are also presented to us, livingly, in 
men like ourselves. These are witnesses to the fact that a life of 
obedience to these precepts is not utopian in character but within the 
reach of everyone who, coming to God, believes that He is, and that He 
is the rewarder of them that diligently seek Him. 

The three Hebrew youths (Daniel 3) stand amongst the chiefest of the 
witnesses to the fact that it is possible to be without care. They were 
confronted by the cruel power of a pagan autocrat and threatened with 
destruction in the furnace of fire, but they stood forth without a tremor 
in the presence of the power of evil and refused to be turned from the 
path of rectitude, saying, �³O Nebuchadnezzar, WE ARE NOT 
CAREFUL�  ́(verse 16). 

�³Our God is able�  ́
Was it reckless bravado on the part of these three young men, or mere 
indifference to consequences, or the unyielding of indomitable wills 
that made them defy the Babylonian monarch? Nay, it was their faith 
in God; they could speak of Him as �³our God,�  ́and they knew that He 
was behind the circumstances and greater than them all; they knew that 
He was greater than the proud and wrathful king before whom they 
stood, and their faith rang out clear and true when they said: �³We are 
not careful�« OUR GOD IS ABLE�  ́(verse 17). The case was in God�¶s 
hand, He was the Arbiter of their destiny, He could deliver them from 
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the fire or carry them through it; but whatever the consequences, they 
would trust in Him and serve Him. Noble youths! impregnable in their 
faith in a God well known, they were greater and more glorious than 
all the greatness and the glory that had gathered in the plain of Dura 
that day. 

�³His servants�« that trusted in Him �  ́(Daniel 3:28) 
And what was the result of this conflict between simple and 
unquestioning faith in God and the power of this devil-inspired 
monarch? The fury of the king knew no limit or mercy, and, bound 
hand and foot, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were cast into the 
fire. God did not quench or remove the furnace: He did a greater 
thing�² He carried them through it; its hot breath was as the zephyr 
breeze of summer day upon their cheeks, and in the midst of it, free 
from every fetter, yoke, and care, they walked in happy concord with 
the Son of God. Thus by their faith and faithfulness was God glorified, 
and to the world that knew Him not, it was proved that He can and does 
deliver His servants who trust in Him. 

�³His servants�« yielded their bodies�  ́(Daniel 3:28) 
Yes, their bodies, not their spirits. Their bodies might be bound and 
burned, but their spirits were free, for they feared not them that kill the 
body, because the God of body and soul, the God of all circumstances, 
the God of time and eternity was a great and present reality to them. 

�³Because he believed in his God�  ́(Daniel 6:23) 
Daniel, also, is a witness to the blessed fact that God�¶s servants may be 
careful for nothing, as he is an example, also, of one who was prayerful 
and thankful in everything. The plotting of his foes, the unalterable 
decree of Darius the Median, and the den of lions, changed not the 
prayerful habit of his life; he was garrisoned by the peace of God, in 
whom he trusted, and as aforetime �³he kneeled down his knees three 
times a day, and prayed and gave thanks to God.�  ́

His enemies demanded his destruction; his king labored for his 
deliverance: there was peace for neither; but he whose fate seemed to 
hang in the balance was perfectly and profoundly quiet.And he was cast 
to the fierce beasts, but their jaws were locked and barred by angel 
hands, and Daniel rested in that rough-hewn den as peacefully and well 
as though in the curtain-hung bedchamber at the palace. �³So Daniel 
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was taken out of the den, and no manner of hurt was found upon him 
because he believed in his God.�  ́

�³God is not ashamed to be called their God�  ́(Hebrews 11:16) 
With what dignity does true faith clothe men! God Himself is not 
ashamed to be linked with them as their God; and this link is a very 
personal one. 

Nebuchadnezzar could speak of Him as �³the God of Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego,�  ́ and Darius could call Him �³the God of 
Daniel,�  ́but these men knew Him through intercourse with Him, and 
they could call Him �³our God�  ́and �³my God.�  ́Blessed privilege! 

God is the same today: His power is undiminished and every 
circumstance in the lives of His people is in His hands. He may not 
intervene to quench the violence of fire or stop the mouths of lions. 
He may even permit them to be tried by �³cruel mockings and 
scourgings, yea, moreover, by bonds and imprisonments� ;́ they 
may be �³destitute, afflicted, tormented,�  ́but He knows the way He 
takes, and their reward is with Him. He will say the last word about 
everything. He has already said it, and no power of men or demons 
can alter it. 

�³I am the Lord: that is My name: and My glory will I not give to 
another�  ́(Isaiah 42:8).  

�³I am the Lord; and there is none else�  ́(Isaiah 45:18).  

And �³them that honor Me I will honor�  ́(1 Samuel 2:30). 

 

J. T. Mawson 

 

ANSWER TO SCRIPTURE SEARCH 
1. Phurah (Judges 7:10,11) 
2. Matthew (Matthew 24:15) 
3. The apostles (Luke17:5) 
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