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Dear Reader,
“If He shall come in the second watch, or come irhe third watch” (Luke 12: 38).
Year after year and watch after watch has passedpa our Lord has not yet
come. Still, however, His word, “I come quickly,” &ides in all its eternal
freshness and truth; and long ago the Spirit said;The night is far spent,
and the day is at hand.” How soon then He may be hsl

The time of thesecond watch arrived, and passed away, and the Bridegiidm
not come; but “at midnight,” the closing momentstioé second watch, He sent
forth an awakening cry: “At midnight there was & anade, Behold, the
Bridegroom; go ye out to meet Him.” Then there \mageneral awakening, and
many hearts in different parts of the earth weireest towards Him. The coming
of the Lord for His church, that blessed hope, wase again shining bright
before the eyes of His faithful people. We are iblas at midnight when this
cry went forth, that theéhird watch beganAccording to the Jewish mode of
reckoning, it extended from midnight to three in the morning. The third
watch clearly has been far advancediVe are therefore now at the end of the
third watch. The Lord’s coming for us cannot be faroff. Though we look not
for events, but for the Lord Himself, yet many etgeshow that “the day,” which
sets in after we are gone, is “approaching.” HiaésHope of the Church of God.
His last presentation of Himself to His Church antle, to comfort and attract
our hearts heavenward to Himself, was, “...the Brigid Morning Star” and He

added,"Surely | come quickly.” What should our warm and constant response

to such grace be then bUEven so, come, Lord Jesus?

How very solemn, then, as well as cheering, are theords of our Lord: “If He
shall come in the second watch, or come in the thirwatch, and find them so
[that is, watching], blessed are those servants.” B we hear His voice to us in
these encouraging words, and not onlwait for Him, but watch; for, said He,
“What | say unto you | say unto all, Watch.” (Mark. 13:37.)

Dear Friends, we are thankful to the Lord for Haghfulness and goodness toward
us in the past year. | am grateful to those faltlshints who have quietly been a
source of help and encouragement to me in prodd@agrd The Mark. The Lord is
their rewarder. Also, | want to thank all of youadeeaders for your overwhelming
response to the magazine. It is our prayer that.tné will useToward the Mark to
help you to grow in grace and in the knowledge iwhH

Please keep praying for the Lord’s blessing ofioward the Mark.
Yours in our soon-coming Lord,
Enil S, YWasked
Please send your questions and comments to:
Toward The Mark
c/o Wayne Christian Assembly
60 Smith Lane
Wayne, NJ 07470-5354
Attention: Emil S. Nashed

www.towardthemark.org
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"The truth shall make you free”
ADDRESSES TO THE SEVEN CHURCHES IN ASIA
REVELATION 2 AND 3
(Revelation 2:18-29)

There are three major points of distinction betweerthe third
church, Pergamos, and the fourth, Thyatira.

First of all, the Lord refers to His Coming again n the
messages to each of the last four churches, begingi with
Thyatira. The conditions found in them will persist to thedeof
the dispensation, when He comes again.

Secondly, in each of the last four churches, therés an
identifiable remnant of individuals; each called anovercomer,
true to God, amongst the main body of nominal aelttsr

The third significant distinction is that to Ephesws, Smyrna
and Pergamos, the call to hear what the Spirit say$o the
churches precedes the promise to the overcomer. Tidyatira,
Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea, the promise tothe
overcomer comes first.The implication seems to be that a point
arrives in the history of the church when the tfaghful element

in the professing church becomes a small minorftyhe total.
The masses are now beyond the Spirit's appealm Rinis point
on, only an overcomer will listen to His voice.

It is well to see these clear distinctions as we& rnook at the
address to Thyatira.

Verse 18“And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira erit
These things saith the Son of God, who hath his &ike unto a
flame of fire, and his feeire like fine brass.”

Thyatira is about fifty miles south and east of gaenos. It is
situated on level ground in the centre of a broal.vit is easily
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accessible from all directions. There might be arahparallel
there. The well-known saying “All roads lead to R&Fnshould be
borne in mind in the light of remarks made later.

Angel

The letter was addressed to the “angel,” the resiptenelement in
the local assembly; those who both acted respgnsiblthe
assembly and also were prepared to accept respiysin
assembly affairs.

The Son of God

In chapter 1, He is presented as Son of M&a.Thyatira, He is
presented as Son of God. Necessarily so! This sémphasize
the supreme authority of the Son (Psalm2). His digty,
majesty, and authority must be stressed when His ate of
supremacy is challenged by anotherAt Thyatira, the supreme
place due to Him was usurped by another (perhatlisative of
the Papacy).

Eyes like unto a flame of fire

He knew all that was going on in this the darkest griod in the
history of the church, well named “The Dark Ages.” The
system was enshrouded in moral and spiritual daknieut
nothing could be hidden from the searching scrutinyof His all-
seeing eyesHe was fully aware of the terrible corruption winic
was coming into the church. The very name Thyafir@ans
“cesspool.” Who but the Son of God could assert rights of
God?

Feet like fine brass

Fine brass, refined in the fire. This would be &gmted by the
highly-skilled local coppersmiths, who produced jsisch an alloy
of especially high quality. What is brought promitlg before us
here, as in chapter 1:15, is the judicial glorCbrist.His feet are

shod for righteous judgment.

Verse 19° know thy works, and charity, and service, amdtH,

and thy patience, and thy works; and the tadte more than the
first.”I know He, the omniscient Son of God, knoalsthings (cf.

John 21:17).



Thy works
“I know thy works.” These works, which the Lord Hseif

approves, can only be achieved where there areurtiderlying
gualities of love, devoted service, faith, and grate in the hearts
of the workers.

charity
“I know...thy love.” All else must spring from this. The law was

well summed up, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy Goihwvall thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy sig¢h, and with all
thy mind” (Luke10:27)Man, natural man, cannot achieve this
himself. But love, divine love, expresses itself ithe works of
true believers.

Service
“I know...thy service.” The Son of God Himself wasnsgious of
the detailed activities of each of the local wosker

Faith
“I know...thy faith.” They had simple trust in the Gthey served.

Patience

“I know...thy patience” or endurance. The sense @& Lthord’s
approval when under pressure brings inner peacea@megntment
(2 Thessalonians 3:5; 1 Timothy 6:6).

the lastto bemore than the first
Their activity did not wane or wither under the prevailing
corruption, nor fade with the passage of time.

Verse 20 “Notwithstanding | have a few things against thee,
because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, whitdtrcaerself a
prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servantsormumit
fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto sdol

The name of Jezebel is used here characteristicaltgther than
personally; not to identify by name any individual or group
concerned, but to draw attention to the character b the
corruption that was taking place. 1 Kings 16-21 details the
sordid story of the original Jezebel. Not contenthwbeing the
consort of the king of Israel, Jezebel, a Zidorisaal-worshipper,

3

led God’s earthly people into pagan idolatry. Stively opposed
and killed the prophets of the Lord.

She claimed to bring God’s message, as a prophdessthe
hearers were encouraged to commit moral fornicathat is, to be
unfaithful to God. The teaching is traced backtsosatanic origin
(v. 24, “the depths of Satan”Batan will use every possible
means to bring into the church whatever he can toreate
havoc, to reduce the church to the level of the wiat, to depose
the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ, and, wherepossible, to
destroy the testimony to His Name. Let us be congtdly aware
of his “wiles.”

My servants
The church at Thyatira was corrupted by illicit mlounion with

the world. Idolatry is not confined to literal worshipping of
material images. It includes yielding to anything hat replaces
or challenges Christ as the supreme object of theshrt.

Individuals are each responsible to God as suchdérs who lead
astray naive individuals (whom the Lord is graclpyseased to
call “My servant®) and/or allow such to be led astray, have a
greatly increased responsibility, and will be judggccordingly
(cf. Matthew13:13; Revelation18:1-3).

Verse 21“And | gave her space to repent of her fornicatiand
she repented not.”

Repentance is essentialThe Lord says “I gave her space to
repent...she repented not.” Sadly, the call and dppiy for
repentance went unheeded. “The woman” did not teper those
caught up with her were also called upon to repenhdividuals.

Verse 22“Behold, | will cast her into a bed, and them tbammit
adultery with her into great tribulation, excepeytrepent of their
deeds.

| will cast her into a bed

“She,” who has seduced His servants, will meet™penishment
in the midst of the very corruption which “she” hascouraged.
Those who are “her children,” following “her” leadill also be
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subject to His holy judgment. Their end is deatbt merely
physical death of the body, but moral and spiritdeath of the
soul.

Verse 23"“And | will kill her children with death; and althe
churches shall know that | am he which searchethréins and
hearts: and | will give unto every one of you adiog to your
works.”

Her children

She is a mother of harlots (17:5Her children” here are the
systems produced, not the individuals in the systesn
Individual responsibility is not negated by being m a system.
Thankfully, even in an evil system, and in the datkdays, God
raises up individuals who will stand for Him in awil day. At
Thyatira, the general picture was very black, but here were
those even there who were prepared to stand for God

| am He that searcheth the reins and hdaftsleremiah17:10).

He sees, and knows, not only the deeds, but aésmtiives. This
is why He alone can issue a righteous judgmkns a fact of
history that Rome was the imperial capital of the kown world
from about 750 B.C. to about 500 A.D. It is also &act that
Rome became the acknowledged ecclesiastical (andlifical)
capital of the religious world in the so-called “dak ages” from
about 500 A.D. to about 1500 A.D. Sadly, the desption of
Thyatira matches exactly the spiritual and moral caditions in
that period. No sober, serious minded student of scripture and
history can honestly avoid this realization. Intadar, the terms
used describe exactly the attitude and claims & BRoman
Catholic Church. Recognition of the evils of thesteyn does not
diminish the need for Christian love for individsabeguiled by
the system.

This section foretells the end result of man’s builing, seen
full-blown in chapters 17 and 18. We also see Godjsdgment
upon it, pronounced here and executed in chapter 1&appily,

this book also gives us the end product of God’s Hding in

this world, in chapters 21 and 22.
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Verse 24"But unto you | say, and unto the rest in Thyataa
many as have not this doctrine, and which haveknotvn the
depths of Satan, as they speak; | will put upon gone other
burden.”

There is always an element of innocent believers are unaware
of the implications of what they are involved intdgy allowance
must be made for such, but they are exhorted touleeto the little
they know.

Verse 25“But that which ye havalreadyhold fast till | come.”

hold fast
Hang on, go on, keep going, don't give up.

Verse 26“And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto
the end, to him will | give power over the natidns.

Overcomers

The church of the living God is the pillar and gnduof the truth
(1Timothy 3:15).The privilege and responsibility of being an
overcomer devolves on those who in every place calbon the
name of Jesus Christ as Lord (1Corinthians1:2). Net The
term overcomer is invariably used in the singular.lt is the
fruit of intensely personal individual exercise

My works
These are works that please Him, as the works Hentlile He

was on earth pleased the Father (John 8:29).

Power over the nations

The Pontiff claimed, and continues to claim, _suprem
authority on earth. He who resists the claims of ta Pontiff
gains what the Pontiff claims — power over the natins; not
now, but in the world to come.

Verse 27“And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as thessels
of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: ex&hraceived of my
Father.”



A rod of iron

Iron denotes disciplinary power, whereas brass denes
judicial power (Revelation1:15; 2:18). This power is
acknowledged to be a delegated power and auth@utyn5:22,
27) in contrast to the Pope, who claims supremehaliengeable
authority.

Verse 28“And | will give him the morning star.”

The morning star shines brightly, immediately befoe the
dawn when the surrounding background is at its darlest. It is
the herald of the coming day, depicting the_lightof His
Coming. This is a moral picture. The overcomer is given the
light in his soul of the coming of the Lord to endhe system, by
executing His judgment upon it. This light was gien even in
the Dark Ages God preserved, even in the darkest days of the
church’s history, a testimony unto Himself in thosdndividuals
who had right thoughts of the Coming of the Lord. The Pope
insists on reigning now. The_faithful individual who has the
Morning Star given to him has no desire to reign_nav. He is
prepared to wait for the Lord to reign (2 Th. 3:5; 2 Tim. 2:12).
As always, God gives the faithful individual lightas to the
future to requlatehis attitude and conduct at the presentime.

Verse 29“He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spgaith
unto the churches.”

The cry continues to go out. As part of the preseriestimony to
His Name, what is my response to be?

Ernie Brown

MEAT

"Sanctify them by the truth”

Answers to nine questions of vital importance tdrak believers:
1-Have you received the Holy Spirit?
2-Does He indwell all believers?
3-What does it mean to be sealed by the Holy Spifit
4-Can we grieve Him away?
5-What does it mean to walk in the Spirit?
6-What does it mean to be led by the Spirit?
7-What does it mean to be filled by the Spirit?
8-What is the unpardonable sin?
9-Can a believer blaspheme against the Holy Spirit?

In the first chapter of the Book of the Acts we hag the record
of our Lord returning to heaven from which He camewhen He
came into this world in Manhood. He had revealed Gain His
life while walking on this earth; and he had effected
redemption by His death when He gave His holy body and shed
His precious blood. Now, His work accomplished, Hevas
about to leave this world and go to the right hanaf God (Acts
2:33). Ere He parted from His disciples, He told tem that
when He took His seat in heaven, He would send dovim them
the Holy Spirit in order that they should be enable to
represent Him in this world. Before going to the cross He had
assured them that He would send the Spirit to thiohnl5: 26),
and now, after His death upon the cross, He readfithat promise
just as He is about to leave them and be takem ingdaven (Acts
1:11). In this we have the promise of the Holy Bpir

Turning on to Acts 2:1-4, we see that promise imptaented on
the day of Pentecost, a word which means fifty day®e read
that the Lord had walked with them forty days aftdrs
resurrection (Acts 1:3), then ten days after He baen taken to
heaven, we have the day of Pentecost, fifty day®ference to



Leviticus 23:16.0n this day as we read, the Holy Spirit came
down with force and filled each one gathered in thaupper
room, one hundred and twenty of them as Acts 1:15ecords.
This great event marked the beginning of Christiarty in this
world. The Lord Himself had made preparation for this levlin
this world and it was established by the cominthefSpirit in that
Spirit filled company.

Flowing out of this wonderful beginning, the apost# Peter,
supported by the others, stood up and preached thgospel in
the power of the Spirit, urging the people to turnin repentance
toward God and to accept the Lord Jesus Christ asheir
Savior, assuring them that if they did so, they toowould
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38) “Then Peter said
unto them, repent, and be baptized every one ofrytioe name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye seetive the gift
of the Holy Ghost.” The simple order in this verserepentance,
remission of sins, and the gift of the Holy Ghd8epentance is
towards God; remission, or forgiveness as the woedns, is by
the work of Christ; and then follows the gift oktioly Ghost, or
Spirit. The translators used both words but they @ecisely the
samelt is evident from this verse that no one can havthe gift
of the Spirit until their sins are first remitted, and the only
ground upon which God will forgive any one of theirsins is by
that person individually accepting the Lord Jesus @rist as

their own personal Savior. Peter assured the people that God
holds out forgiveness @l (v. 39) but it must be accepted by faith.

No one can blame God if they do not possess tihggvieness, for
He holds it out to all. To possess this wonderittl \ye must lay
hold of it for ourselves by turning to the Lord dgsn our need
and saying in such terms as the hymn writer suggéktsus | will
trust you, trust you with my soul; guilty, lost,dahelpless, Thou
can make me whole; Thou hast died for sinnersetbes, Lord,
for ME.” Only those who have so trusted Jesus asoSanjoy the
forgiveness of their sins. Following forgivenesse veceive the
gift of the Holy Spirit. This chapter is crystakar on these matters
as a careful perusal will verify.

2- Does He indwell all believers?

To answer this, we select two passages out of mamsich
prove that the Holy Spirit does indeed dwell inall believers.
Our first passage is Ephesians 1:13!In Whom ye also trusted,
after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospelour salvation:
in Whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealigtal that Holy
Spirit of promise.” Here is a further proof that those who
believe the gospel do receive the Holy Spiriin this passage
long after the day of Pentecost, the apostle Pasiliras these
Ephesian believers that they had received the djifthe Holy
Spirit after having believed the gospel.

Our second Scripture is in 1 Corinthians 12: 13, agjn note,
written many years after Pentecost!For by one Spirit are wall
baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or &entivhether
we be bond or free; and have been all made to dritk one
Spirit.” There ought to be no doubt in any of our minds thasll
who have their sins forgiven by accepting Christ agheir
Saviour, have the gift of the Holy Spirit. He dwel in the heart
of every believer, and dwells there foreve(John14:16).

3-What does it mean to be sealed by the Holy Spifit

A seal is a mark of identification and ownership. 8aling by the
Spirit is not that the Spirit puts a mark upon us, but rather
that He Himself is the seal as dwelling in the he#s of all who
believe. This is clearly taught in Ephesians 1:13-14: “Irh&kh
also after that ye believed, ye were sealed wish toly Spirit of
promise, Which is the earnesbf our inheritance until the
redemption of the purchased possession.” Agaiz, @orinthians
1:22: “Who hath also sealed us, and given the sawfehe Spirit
in our hearts."Here once more we learn that the Spirit is the
earnest as dwelling in our hearts being the Divinseal that we
belong to God.

4- Can we grieve Him away?

Our Scripture quoted in the preceding paragragaras us that
we are sealed “until the redemption of the purctigsessession”
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which means until the coming of our Lord to takes l#iheritance.
Again we read in John 14:16: “He shall give you theo

Comforter, that He may abide with yéorever.” Once the Spirit

takes up His abode in the heart of a believer, Hesithere to

stay. We can hardly think in the light of both of thesespages of
Scripture that He could ever be grieaday.

Yet we can grieve Him and because of this we are exhorted not
to do so in Ephesians 4:30: “And grieve not theyH8pirit of
God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redempilaking
this verse in its setting from verse 25 to verse 3% appears
that we can grieve the Spirit by lying, uncontrollg temper,
yielding to the temptations of the devil, stealing,corrupt
talking, bitterness, wrath, clamor, and evil speakig. He dwells
in our hearts to preserve us from all these thingsWe may lie
to the Spirit as we read in Acts 5:4-9, we may queh the Spirit
as recorded in 1 Thessalonians 5:19, and we may gve the
Spirit as in this passage we have been quoting, btte abides
in the heart of the believer for ever.

5-What does it mean to walk in the Spirit?

For an answer to this question we turn to Romais48'No
condemnation” is the fruit of the work of Christ (v. 1). “Life”
is the fruit of the work of the Spirit (v. 2).“Condemned sin” is
the fruit of the work of God (v. 3). “Walk” is the fruit of
believers(v. 4). The sequence here is, what Christ has,dbee,
what the Spirit has done, then, what God has diweea, what we
do. Our walk follows the working of each Divine Ben to fit us
for the Christian pathway through this world. We #&old in verse
4 that walking after the Spirit will enable us tdfill the righteous
requirements of the law. These were summed up layger and
agreed to by our Lord as being love to God on the lvand and
love to one’s neighbor on the other (Luke. 10:23-B8neans we
give to God first what is right in His sight and wedo to our
fellow being what is right towards him. This is walking by, or in
the Spirit. Many details could be gathered fromeotparts of
Scripture, but doing always what is right both Gadiv and
manward is the evidence of a believer walking leySipirit.
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6-What does it mean to be led by the Spirit?

To be led by the Spirit is also mentioned in thimmter (Rom.
8:14: “For as many as are led by the Spirit of Gibey are the
sons of God.” This word translated “led” has mappleations
but the main idea running through all is “to talaec of.” The
Spirit takes care of us by leading us into right pths and
having such a guide manifests that we are “sons @od.” A
prince while he is a minor is ever in the care of @autor who
knows how the prince ought to conduct himself accding to
his station in life. He must act at all times as t son of a king.
In like manner the Spirit dwells in our hearts instructing us as
to the conduct which becomes us because we are “soof
God.” We have the living voice of the Spirit in our hsawho
ever seeks to guide us; leading or tutoring us Umxae are “sons
of God.” Thus we are led by the Spirit.

7-What does it mean to be filled by the Spirit?

Being filled with the Spirit is outlined for us Bphesians 5: 18-21.
“And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; batfilled with
the Spirit” (v. 18).A man filled with wine does things he would
not do when sober; under the power of wine he exhitls
another character. So a man filled with the Spirit exhibits
another character quite different from what once maked him
before he possessed the Spirit.

When filled with the SpiritHe will talk about the things of God

in the language of Scripture.“Speaking to yourselves in psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs” (v.)18le will be moving along
the Christian pathway rejoicing, “singing” (v. 19). His heart
will be in tune with the Lord, “making melody in your heart to
the Lord” (v. 19).He will be ever thankful as a recipient of the
grace and mercy of God, Giving thanks always” (v. 20He will

be submissive and not wanting to assert his wil,Submitting
yourselves one to another” (v. 21). These are suntige marks of
a believer who is filled with the Spirit.
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8-What is the unpardonable sin?

We are told in Matthew 12:24-30 what this unpardbaain really
is. It is attributing the works of God to demoniacal pawver.
Beelzebub was regarded as the prince of devilstedPharisees
actually said our Lord was empowered by him in dothese
mighty works. Twice they accused Him of this, intthew 9:34
and here again in Matthew 12:24. The Lord hadhestled a blind
and dumb man and they said this good work was dignevil
influence. What can be done with such people wiwbate the
works of God to Satanic influence? This judgmeminpunced by
our Lord came upon them at the stoning of Stephleo accused
them of always resisting the Holy Spirit (Acts This is theonly
sin which will not be forgiven, “but the blasphemagainst the
Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men.”

9-Can a believer blaspheme against the Holy Spirit?

We answer unequivocally, NO. Having the Spirit dwéing in
their hearts puts them at once beyond this dangeMany who
have failed in some way in their service for thed_bave had the
devil tell them that they have committed the unpaable sinput
there is only one unpardonable sin and it is not the failure of a
believer. It is a diabolical attack upon the power of theribpf
God and no believer could be guilty of this. Therdd¢limself
said,"“it shall not be forgiven,” not they. No, it is thisiaand this
alone. Were we to ask any believer as indeed we klawe of
some who thought they had committad not the unpardonable
sin, “Have you said the work of God is the worktloé devil?” In
every case the answer has been, NO. How could boehasthe
Spirit blaspheme against Him! It is Pharisees obmhthe Lord
said, “Ye are of your father the devil” (Jn. 8: 4dho are guilty of
this sin, but never a simple believer on our Lasgu$ Christ.

To sum up these questions. All believers have theigt and He
abides with them for ever. He is the power by whichwve rightly
serve God and He will abide in our hearts until thecoming of our
Lord. May we constantly walk in the Spirit and so k& in this
world well-pleasing to our God.

G. Davison
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Exercise
"Exercise thyself unto piety”

CHILDREN

Privilege and Responsibilities

“Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this right.
Honour thy father and mother; which is the firsrmmandment
with promise; that it may be well with thee, anduhmayest
live long on the earth” (Eph. 6:1-3).

“Children, obey your parents in all things: for #hiis well
pleasing unto the Lord” (Col. 3:20).

For the expression of the relationship of “children’ the

original biblical language has two words: “teknon” and

“huios.” “Teknon” expresses the nearness of that
relationship in affection, and “huios” expresses th rights

and claims of and the duties connected with beinghild.

It is the same in English and other languagesatépts wish to
express their parental love to a child, they sdfy thild.” The

very word “child” at once reminds the hearts ofh&at and
mother back to the days of the infancy. From th& fmoment
of its existence, when its first feeble, weeping @nnounced its
arrival in a world of sin and sorrow and sent allttirough the

parent’s heart, through the first years of its lesdp infancy,
drawing forth the tender pity of the father, anduieing the

care of a mother's love by day and night. That Igingord

“child” recalls, as it brings out, all those affects of a parent’s
heart, of which the child has been the happy renipi

But when the object of that tender, loving parentalcare has
developed into maturity, and the young man or woman
stands before the parents, the parents may have tput
before them their duties as “sons” or “daughters” and

“heirs.” If the child has lost sight of and neglected these

responsibilities the father’'s grave word, “my soagpeals to
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the conscience of the forgetful young recipienpafental love
and liberality. If the exhortation word has reachéuke
conscience of the child, and produced its proptacefthe old
cheerful term, “my child,” will come as a balm ftire heart,
like the first sunbeam after the stormy cloud.

And may | ask you readers, many of whom are in liaigpy,
but none the less responsible relationship: Does $weet
word, “my child,” when coming to you from the ligd a fond
parent, recall to your heart the many days and tgigif
unceasing loving parental care, patience, and #&vdnee,
bestowed upon you from the first moment of yourstsace,
through all the years of your often capricious dwisterous
childhood?

If that word, “my child,” speaks to your heart, does it also
speak to your conscience, of how your parents’ lovand
tender care may be repaid? That love, that watcheduring

the long hours of the night or over your sick bedpr toiled

for you in the sweat of the brow in the heat of thelay; or

braved the frost and the storms and waves that yomight

be fed and clothed. That love that watched over you
precious soul, raised you up in the nurture and admnition

of the Lord, and wrestled in prayer to God for your soul by
day and night. Have you yielded to God and to youparents
the fruits?

An Excerpt from J.A. Van Poseck’s “Light in our Dwelling”
Contributed by K.G.
1. What was the first colour mentioned in the Bible?

2. Who was the first metal craftsman?
3. Where were the disciples first called Christians?
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Rest
"Shall I not seek rest for thee, that it may be well with thee?”

A& GREAT WHILE BEFORE DAY
“And in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he
went out, and departed into a solitary place, and here
prayed” (Mark 1:35).
| got a great lift recently in reading the firstagiter of Mark’s
Gospel. When | came to verse 35, | had to stopgarelthanks
to God, for as by a flash of light from heaviewas made to
realize that | could never be up too early for theLord. My
troubles may begin with my first conscious momenthut He
has risen up before them, and is always ready fohem. He
is always ahead of them and of me. And with Him the is
the needed grace to carry me through every trouble,
whenever and wherever they may arise.

The statement | have quoted is a most beautiful dhe Lord
had many towns to visit, had much service to dtham, had
many needs to meet and sorrows to sooth; the mssefi the
multitudes would surge about Him when the day avvdoke
they would not take Him by surprise or overwhelm Hm, for
He had risen up before them all, and was preparedf every
one of them; the supplies in Him were equal to thelay’s
demands. He viewed the whole range of those demanits
communion with His Father. Each individual case pased
before Him, and was the subject of His intercessiom that
solitary place into which He went to pray. Isaiah 50:4 comes
forcibly and blessedly to the mind at this pointhé Lord God
hath given me the tongue of the learned [disciffla} | should
know how to speak a word in season to [succour lyogl]
him that is weary: He wakeneth morning by mornimg,
wakeneth mine ear to hear as the learned [leaonéisciple].”
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Wonderful description of our Lord’s life of service on earth!

But not less wonderful than His life now,for He ever liveth

to make intercession for us; and intercession is communion
(cf. Gen. 18.33); communion between the Intercess@nd

God with whom He intercedes about the subjects of ikl
intercession. And the intercession is made and hehbefore

the need arises in its strength. “I have prayed fothee,” He

said to Peter while yet He was all unconscious—fassleep
as to having any need at all.

Great is the encouragement that the contemplatiodim in
His life of service while on earth yields for ugrfin that
service HE SHOWED HIMSELF, and He does not chahtie;
readiness to meet all need is the same now astitethe grace
with which He does it is unabatell.the millions of God’s
saints who are burdened and groaning, whose lighof God
is almost extinguished under a load of care, are tbe raised
up and revived, if they are to lift their heads avercomers
and sing instead of sigh they must realize this ga¢fact. The
Lord rose up before their need, He knew it all befre it
awoke to perplex and worry them;this must not be a mere
article of their faith to which they give an indifent and
perhaps a reluctant assdmif a deep conviction in their souls
which will make them vyield themselves and the day’s
burdens to Him at the beginning of it, which will make them
cast all their care upon Him.

I am in no sort of doubt that | am on the rightlinere, and 1
urge this great fact, this blessed, encouragingecg@eiving fact,
upon my readers, your needs are never ahead aitlde they
may have surprised you, but they have not taken Him
surprise.

| preach in this paper an all-sufficient Christ—eve ready,
ever able, and ever willing; who rose up a great wie before
the day of your troubles awoke. And | further urge each
reader to read what | write for himself, and without
reference to another, to read as though this papewere a
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particular and private message addressed to himseé#lone;
and to say, “This burden that has grown so heavy ah
presses upon me so sorely was all known to the Lotufore
| felt it at all, and He rose up before it, if notto remove it, to
carry me through it. | will go to Him about it, and lay it all
from my side at His feet, for | and it have been ash are the
objects of His particular interest and thought.”

It is a marvelous thing to draw near to Him with asense of
this in the soul; to know that before | awoke in tle morning

He had risen up and was thinking of me, and was wang

and prepared to hear and answer my waking cry. Itifls the

soul with awe and with gratitude: with awe becausef what

He is, with gratitude because He is all that He ifor me. Is

this a selfish view of things? It is only as wewithings in this
way that we shall be delivered from self and skeifesss—for it
is help from the Lord that delivers—the grace tisain Him,

that stoops from the height of His glory to the ttlepf our
need. It is Himself and His abundant sufficiencatthifts us out
of our selfishness and sets us free to praise Hidhlize the
day’s life without murmuring and disputing.

J.T. Mawson

ANSWERS TO SCRIPTURES SEARCH!

1. Green (Gen. 1:30)
2. Tubal-Cain (Gen. 4:22)
3. Antioch (Acts 11:26)
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SEVEN WONDERS OF THE WORLD

A group of students was asked to list what theyigind the list of the Seven
Wonders of the World should include. There were eodifferences of
opinion, but the most votes went to the following:

1. Egypt's Great Pyramids 5. Empire State Building
2. Taj Mahal 6. St. Peter's Basilica

3. Grand Canyon 7. China’s Great Wall

4. Panama Canal

You may not recognize each of the seven wonderd, y@u may also
guestion some of the choices. What would your @®ige? Think about it
for a minute. One quiet student seemed to be hasimqoblem as she
worked on her list. “What’s your problem?” they adkher. “It's difficult to
make up your mind. There are so many things tokthimout,” she replied.
“Read us your list so far and we’ll help you witli Here was her list:

1. Tosee 4. To taste 6. Tolaugh
2. To hear 5. To feel 7. Tolove
3. Totouch

The room suddenly went silent as the studentszezalhow they had truly
overlooked the simple, amazing wonders that weaikk for granted. All of

the items on the student’s list are God-given wasidieat most of us enjoy
every single day of our lives. All of the choiceas the group’s list are man-
made, with the exception of one, and most of usveler see many or any
of them. The man-made wonders were designed anstrooted using the
marvelous brain that God designed and gave to eaelof us.

One more God-given wonder is your never-dying spitiand soul that
God has lovingly given to you so that you may speneternity in heaven
with His beloved Son Jesus. However, He holds yowesponsible for a
decision you must make. After your time here on edhn is over, your soul

will spend eternity in one of two places —Heaven or Hell i your
sins are forgiven, the happiness of heaven is wheyeu will be with Jesus
who loves you and died for you. If your sins are roforgiven, the total
darkness of hell is where you will spend eternityni anguish and remorse
with the devil and his angels. The Bible says, “l &ve set before you life
and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose ifd’

(Deuteronomy30:19). What is your decision?

If you choose life, you only need to tell the Latdsus that you are truly
sorry for your sins and that you believe that Heddor you and made God'’s
necessary payment for your sins when His bloodskasl."Verily, verily, |
say unto you, He that hears My word, and believesnoaHim that sent Me,
has everlasting life, and shall not come into condenation; but is passed
from death unto life” (John5:24).

There’s nothing more to do and nothing to buy!
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