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October, 2011
Dear Reader,

“The apostles gathered themselves together unto des and told
him all things, both what they had done and what tey had
taught” (Mark 6:30).

In this busy life of ours, it is very hard to fisdmeone we can trust,
to whom we can tell all our sorrows and joys, whb isten, and on
whose sympathy we can fully relfgut there is a friend who is
always near us, ready to listen and to sympathizeith us. There
is no trial and no joy He will not share; and thatfriend is the
same one to whom the disciples unburdened their hea. Yes,
they went and told Jesus “all things.”

You can do the same, dear ChristianHe loves to hear your voice.
Tell Him everything: your school cares, your workres, your
innocent joys, your shortcomings; and make knowlitm all your
needs. Do not keep anything from Him that concgms He is your
only true and faithful friend, so speak to Him with reverence, yet
with liberty and confidence-de knows everything about you and
the entire struggle you are going through, and yomeed to know
that He is willing and able to help you, guide youand fill your
heart with His own peace.

He loves all His people to be winners of soulsgise Him the joy of
hearing you tell Him that you have been tryingegad some of your
classmates or co-workers to Him. For, just as flustles, you are His
ambassador artde is your Lord as well as your faithful friend.

May the Lord use this issue to strengthen, enceueagl help you to be
established to the end that Christ may be displaygdur life.

Thank you for your e-mails and notes of encouraggme
Please keep praying for the Lord’s blessing on Towd the Mark

Yours in our soon-coming Lord,
Emil S Wesked
Please send your questions and comments to:
Toward The Mark
c/o Wayne Christian Assembly
60 Smith Lane
Wayne, NJ 07470-5354
Attention: Emil S. Nashed

www.towardthemark.org
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"The truth shall make you free”

ADDRESSES TO THE SEVEN CHURCHES IN ASIA
REVELATION 2 AND 3

PERGAMOS
(Revelation 2:12-17)

Pergamos is about sixty miles north and east ofrBaylt was
the next staging point on the circuit of the seebarches. Its
name means “powerful marriage.” Prophetically, gaeros
looks forward to the time of Emperor Constantinepwbecame
Emperor at Rome in 306 A.D. Under his rule, theirch

became united to the state. Christianity was algtivand

officially promoted. The assembly, which should é&aveen
faithful to Christ, was married to the world whossry system
was opposed to God.

She ignored the warning: “Love not the world, rfog things in
the world. If any one love the world, the love b&tFather is
not in him” (1 Jn. 2:15). To escape the perseastiof the
world, suffered at Smyrna, the church went itite world. But
the marriage was an unholy alliance. A ship, wigsigned,
constructed, maintained and controlled, is safénénmidst of a
stormy sea, but when the sea gets into the shipinks. It
would seem that from this period on the churchg agole, lost
her heavenly character.

Verse 12
And to the angel of the church in Pergamos writeese things
saith he which hath the sharp sword with two edges;

“Angel” means “messenger.” The letter was addressechad w
we might call the responsible element in the latalrch; that
is, those who both acted responsibly in the asseintdl were
also prepared to accept responsibility in asseratiéyrs.
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The sharp sword with two edges

Christ presents Himself in a way appropriate todbedition of
the assembly at this period, as “He which hathstierp sword
with two edges” (cf Heb. 4:12). He has the capatdiscern
and judge, righteously (2 Ti. 4:8). Self-judgmestthe best
judgment, but if the assembly does not judge it$édf shall not
hesitate to do so.

Verse 13

I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, everrevBatan’s
seat is: and thou holdest fast my name, and hasiemed
my faith, even in those days wherein Antipas wagaithful
martyr, who was slain among you, where Satan ditelle

The church at Pergamos was situated in a most ingtate.

She faced peculiar difficulties and trials. The dowas

conscious of that. “I know where thou dwellest, reweghere

Satan's throne is.” Pergamos was the first cityadopt ruler
worship. This was instigated by a local pagan kitalus 1

Soter. He had a temple, dedicated to himself, edecin a
prominent hill which dominated the local landscap&hen the
Roman Caesar Dominitian was visiting the area,deeted the
principle of ruler deification, but insisted thag,has emperor,
and not his local representative, was the one tonwtvorship

should be rendered. The local populace, even nudnihe

Christians, evidently were quite content to tolerdtat. Satan,
the implacable enemy and adversary of God, waspurfse, the
real if unseen power. He is the god of this wq@dCo. 4:4)

and the prince of this world (Jn. 12:31).

Sadly, the church as a whole had chosen to dew#topg links
with the world. They were dwelling where Satantsver was
being exercised. This weakened the withess oftiuech_inthe

world and_tothe world. One cannot bear witness against a

system with which one is moving hand in glove. a8atuled
the very world-system which was infiltrating theucth. The
result was that this professing church (like muéts@-called
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Christendom generally today) was settling downite lin a
world dominated by Satan, thus displacing the @l and
making Satan, in effect, her king.

Thou holdest fast My name

Despite the failure of many at Pergamos, there stdisthat
element which the Lord could commend. He said, tTrho
holdest fast My Name, and hast not denied My fa#hname
in Scripture always identifies and characterispg@on. In the
midst of such a corrupting environment, they cargth to
maintain the great cardinal truths of Christianiggpecially
concerning the Person and work of Christ. Everughothe
Lord could no longer speak of the assembly as denvé® “My
faithful witness,” there were, thankfully, still @ faithful
individuals. This is exemplified in the instance Afitipas the
faithful martyr.

Whether or not the name Antipas was his actuagralit
personal name, its meaning (“against the fathed3 wertainly
characteristic of him. Antipas was martyred agsult of his
attempts to combat the error then current. Meneveeising,
taking to themselves the position, status and tfléfather.”
Antipas was not against THE Father, God the Fatbet,
against any man who set himself up as a so-calfédiab
ecclesiastical “father.” The Lord commends him “&dy
faithful witness, who was slain among you, whereta®a
dwelleth.” Antipas was a bright example of one whmained
steadfast, unyielding, even though his faithfulnéss to a
martyr’'s death. He was a bright witness to ChmstSatan's
world, a shining example of what the whole churcbwdd be in
this world. The Lord's words, “he was slain amomwog,ywhere
Satan dwelleth” was a clear reproach against thdse were
content to go along with the tide of popular opmio

Verse 14
But | have a few things against thee, because ttasi there
them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taughiaB to
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cast a stumbling block before the children of I§rée eat
things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornioa.

What could not be achieved by persecution from ovith as
Satan attempted at Smyrna, was now gained at Pesyam
corruption from within. Hence the reference todah (v. 14),
who, although encouraged by Balac (Nu. 22:6), fonaedould
not curse the people of God, and proceeded to mithem.
Balaam’s counsel to Israel, “Be friendly with MoaNu. 25:1-
3), exactly characterises the moral position ag&®ios. In the
history of the church, what starts as the “way ainC (self-
will) and continues its course as the “error of d&ah” (self-
seeking) must inevitably be judged as was Korahf-(se
assertion) (Jude 11).

A church which has settled down to dwell in the Maadopts
its ways. Individual Christians might have protéstgainst
such things, but most professing Christians no dorrgsisted
these false teachers. The Lord had to say, “Theuthare them
that hold the doctrine of Balaam.” Evil teachemsrevtolerated,
and evil practices followed. As ever, bad doctie&ds to bad
practice.

Verse 15
So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine eiNitolaitans,
which thing | hate.

The Pergamos stage of the church’s history was edatky
those that held the doctrine of the Nicolaitankss difficult to

determine just who these Nicolaitanes were, orige&c what
they taught. They had apparently developed a fafrteaching
to justify conduct which by scriptural standardsuabbe totally
unacceptable and universally condemned. The teydbad
first shown itself in immoral practices brought antthe
assembly at Ephesus. These indecent deeds wenatatage
hated and refused by that church. However, in Peoga this
evil become more serious, inasmuch as what had deedsin

the Ephesian church had now become an establisictdm at

4



Pergamos. Fundamentally, the Nicolaitanes wer@lpesho
abused the grace of God. They would probably lsawd “Let
us continue in sin that grace may abound,” an ualit
condemned by the apostle Paul (Ro. 6:1-2).

The Lord warns that the sword of His mouth, His dyowill
refute what they sayheir doctrine.

which thing | hate
The Lord Jesus is The Righteous Judge, and hates
unrighteousness (Ps 45:6-7, Hebrews 1:8-9).

Verse 16
Repent; or else | will come unto thee quickly, anitifight
against them with the sword of my mouth.

Unless there is repentance, and self-judgment, iit be

necessary for Christ to use the sword of judgmgairst those
responsible. The Lord did not say | will fight agst “thee,”

but against “them.” If the church no longer had theral power
to deal with false teachers and evil doers, thedl étimself,

would act to cleanse out the evil and maintainhiieour due to
His Name. This judgment would be executed withawerd of
His mouth, His word.

The first attack of Satan was to cast doubt on thhich
proceeded out of the mouth of God — “hath God $ai@Gen.
3:1). He whose Name is called The Word of God Ishal
ultimately, at His Appearing, smite the nationshwé sharp
sword going out of His mouth (Rev. 19:15). His dawill
suffice. Prior to that, the false teachers at &aas will be
both exposed and condemned by the Word of God editg
out of the mouth of the Son of God.

Verse 17

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spaitts unto the
churches; To him that overcometh will | give to ebthe
hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, anithe

stone a new name written, which no man knowetmgdwe
that receiveth it.

There is then an appeal for the individual to hvelaat the Spirit
says to the churches. The very words of Scripaneg indeed,
God-breathed, in the power of the Holy Spirit (1 €d.3, 2 Ti.
3:15-16).

To him that overcometh
There is a three-fold promise for theercomer,he who has an
opened ear and is prepared to accept the wordylzengit.

hidden manna a white stone and a new name

At Pergamos, much of the food for sale had beeriqusly
dedicated to pagan deities, or to the Roman Emperor
Christians who abstained on conscience groundss (A&120, 1
Co. 10:25-29) from eating such meat were promisieldiem
manna. This refers to the manna that was placederark of
the covenant for a memorial of God's goodnessraelsvhile
they journeyed through the wilderness. The matselfiwas
typical of the holy, perfect manhood of the Lordsug
manifested in His life in this world. The overcamghe faithful
believer who is morally separate from the worldleisinto the
secret of God’s own appreciation of the holy, sefgaManhood
and life on earth of His only begotten Son. Therocomer has
the personal sense in his own soul of God’s owmeggpgtion of
the perfect Manhood of the Lord Jesus. The Fatlogre has a
full appreciation, but the overcomer gains a frappreciation
of what is hidden to the eye of all but God anddwehom it is
revealed (See Exodus 16:33 and Hebrews 9:4).

In addition to this mark of an inward appreciatidghe Lord
says, “I will give him a white stone,” an outwardyrs of His
approval. This most likely refers to the customptdcing a
white stone into an urn in order to show approval oandidate
in an election. The stone itself bore the nam#hefcandidate.
A black stone would indicate disapproval.




There was another local connection. Normally, theal dark
granite was used for public buildings. For spetiaildings,
especially those erected in honour of some notadtson, and
for monumental statues, pillars, and tablets, esipen white,
Italian marble was imported. Local honours granfed
services to the community involved commemorati\egpés or
tablets in this same white stone. At the same &imthis honour
was conferred, a new name was given, and engravetei
white stone.

It signifies the Lord giving the overcomer His mnfast
approval. The overcomer might well be rejected bgnyn
because he stands against the unholy alliancesatttbrch and
the world; nevertheless, he should be encouragedebthought
of the Lord's approval as set forth in the whitmnst

There are two valid understandings of what the mame
represents.

1. The overcomer is given a special appreciatioin® Lord’s
beauty and glory that is a personal revelationito lecause of
his personal faithfulness to the Lord, even or ppshespecially
in difficult days.

2. A special appreciation of the overcomer exmedsy the
Lord. The moral character which Christ personalyes and
appreciates in the individual to whom He gives atevistone
will be expressed in that new name.

There is merit in both considerations.

The fullness of eternal, spiritual, heavenly blessg lies

ahead for every believer on the Lord Jesus Christ. But,

what do | know now of the hidden manna, the white stone,
and the new name?

Ernie Brown

MEAT

"Sanctify them by the truth”

At the end of the ninth chapter of the Epistle to he Hebrews,
there are brought before us three appearings of Chist. In verse
24 it is a present appearing- “Christ is not entered into the holy
places made with hands... but into heaven itself, note appear in
the presence of God for us.”_In verse 26 it is aast appearing—
“now once in the end of the world hath He appearedb put away
sin by the sacrifice of Himself,” and_in_verse 28tiis a future
appearing — “unto them that look for Him shall He appear the
second time without sin unto salvation.”

This great epistle was written to Jewish Christiemdeliver them
from a system of ordinances and ritual appealingigbt and sense
but, nevertheless, in which God dwelt in thick deess; and to bring
them, though still on earth, into the privileges @mjoyment of a new
heavenly relationship brought in by Christ, in wh@wod has been
fully made known.

Thus the old system, whilst full of wonderful typobgy, has been
superseded by a new order, a heavenly order brougl through
Christ. “He taketh away the first that He may establish skcond.”
A characteristic word of the epistle is “better'we have a better
hope; better covenant; better promises; betteifeasr etc., and all is
centered in Christ who has seated himself at et hand of God.
Four times in the epistle this is stated — in chapt 1 it is the
greatness of the PERSON who has sat down on the highand of
the Majesty on high, having made purification for én; in chapter
8 it is the greatness of such a high PRIEST who gt on the right
hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavensnichapter 10 it
is in the greatness of the PROPITIATION which He ha made by
the sacrifice of Himself that He has sat down in ppetuity on the
right hand of God; and in chapter 12 it is the gretness of the
PATHWAY of faith delineated by Jesus who endured tk cross,



despising the shame and is set down at the right hd of the
throne of God.

First then, a present appearinlj is this great and glorious PERSON
who now appears in heaven in the presence of Goduiso He
appears before God on our behalf as stated in ehapverse 25 —
“He ever liveth to make intercession for them”; aimdthe great
prayer of John chapter 17 He says, verse 19, lfgir sakes | sanctify
Myself.” He has set Himself apart in the Glorygeliving to make
intercession for us. He is our great High Priés¢ Only high priest
designated “great”) able to succor, able to satbaaittermost.

Not only does He now appear in the presence of @odur behalf,
but also as our representative as stated in chépterse 20 He has
entered as the “forerunner,” one who goes in ad¥aaod we are
exhorted as “after runners,” followers, to look aridim and to
consider Him Who has delineated the whole PATHWAfYfaith
which leads to the glory.

A present appearing — He now appears in the preseaof God for
us. This is connected with His present service wve and we may
say He lives for us.

Secondly — a past appearingle has appeared once in the end of the
world to put away sin by the sacrifice of HimselAll the blessing
and glory that is made known by His present appgain the
presence of God for us, rests absolutely and dlgroa what was
accomplished in this past appearing. It was “méhd of the world”
or “the consummation of the ages.” At the appegitinthis world, in
the fullness of time, of the Son of God incarnéte, dealings of God
with men reached their climax, and the whole qoestf good and
evil was resolved, settled once and forever. Hedpmpeared to put
away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. What a tanghexpression this
is, the sacrifice of Himself. He is the PROPITIAN for the sins of
the whole world (1 Jn. 2:2). Behold the Lamb ofdGehich taketh
away the sin of the world (Jn. 1:29).

If His present appearing in heaven is for us, andsiconnected with
His service, we may think that His past appearing as especially
for God and is connected with His sacrifice, and wenay say with
adoring hearts He died for us.

Finally — a future appearingUnto them that look for Him shall He
appear the second time without sin unto salvati@frist was once
offered to bear the sins of many — not the thowlpropitiation — the

value of the sacrifice to God — but the thoughswolstitution — the

many being those who by faith in Him obtain thesbiags of

salvation. So whether it be the church on eartth®mnation of Israel,

or the earnest looking out of the creation, all imvédis second

coming (apart from the question of sin which wattlesgt absolutely,

perfectly and eternally at His first coming when gve Himself a

sacrifice for sin), to bring in salvation.

Christians now in the good of salvation from the pealty of sin,
the judgment having been borne by Christ, and enjapng present
salvation along the pilgrim pathway from the powerof indwelling
sin, will experience at His second coming the saltian from the
actual presence of sin when their bodies of humilieon will be
changed, and they will have bodies of glory like uo His own.
Then Israel will be saved from all her enemies anthe Lord will
reign in righteousness as King over all the earth. The church
glorified, Israel gathered and the nations governed

The hymn writer has so beautifully put it —
“He’'ll give these bodies vile a fashion like His ow
He’'ll bid the whole creation smile, and hush itewgn.”

The word for “appear” in verse 28 in the original Greek is not
one of the great words used elsewhere for His appésy, His
coming, his manifestation in Glory, but a word whi®i means He
will be seen. So this future appearing is conneatewith salvation
and we may say He is coming for us.

The One who died to save us, lives to keep us, asabon is coming
for us. Hallelujah.

Norman Griffiths
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Exercise
"Exercise thyself unto piety”

JOHN MARK

When the apostle Peter was delivered from Herod'sajl by an
angel, he “came to the house of Mary the mother afohn, whose
surname was Mark; where many were gathered together
praying.” Itis in this incidental way we hear of Mark for the first
time. And it is noteworthy that he, rather than his mother, is
prominent in the mind of the inspired writer, Mary being
identified as “the mother of John, whose surname waMark.”

A delightful home, his was: a pious mother to guitekeeping it
open for the Lord’s interests — a home where prawas wont to be
made. How unusual must these advantages have foeeone
nurtured in such an atmosphere and how extensivest rhis
knowledge of the Spirit’s activities in those eathys have been!

The apostle Peter calls him “Marcus, my son,” an gxession
which may describe him as a convert of that apostle He had
listened to the great Pentecostal address, doubtieknew the man
who was healed at the temple’s gate called Beautifthad talked
with Stephen and Philip; and no doubt he had becomacquainted
with Saul of Tarsus about the time his uncle Barnass
commended him to the assembly at Jerusalem.

But a few years having passed, we are now to see itinew
circumstances. He has left the shelter of his hantehas cast in his
lot with Barnabas and Saul

Meeting them upon their arrival from Antioch withet bounty of the
saints in that region (Acts11:30), and hearingrtlagicount of the
work among the Gentiles, may have produced a dasiaecompany
them. However, all that we certainly know is thditey took with
them John whose surname was Mark” (Acts 22:25).

Setting out from Antioch for the first missionamguyney, the two
apostles first go to Cyprus; they preach in Salamithe synagogue
of the Jews: “and they had John to their ministekt’Paphos, on the
south-western coast of the island, they meet theeser Elymas and
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the deputy Sergius Paulus — the former being smitiéh temporary
blindness for opposing the gospel, and the laterverted upon
believing. From thence the evangelists sail t@&eon the mainland,
and as they are about to get fully into the workwiich they had set
out, John Mark returns to Jerusalem.

Seven years have now passed away, and Paul andBarrare
preparing to leave Antioch on a second missionany, twhen John
Mark reappears. What he had been doing in thevaitehow long he

remained in Jerusalem, what he did or what passeddh his mind

in those seven years are questions we would liketable to answer,
but cannot. What we do learn is that Barnabas mhéted to take him
with them, while Paul objected because he had tegpdirom them

from Pamphylia, and/ent not with them to the work

Writers have speculated as to whether Mark’s defiect that time
was caused by resentment at the increasing prooenehPaul, or
through fear of perils ahead, or home-sickness;Hautl leaves no
room for doubt in the matter. He had one fatabdef he had not
kept to his work; he had turned back. It might dapposed that
during the seven years of his truancy he had deeovand judged
the state which accounted for his lack of applaratibbut he appears
not to have done so. There is still a lack of df@stness and
devotedness about hinThe root of this defect seems to have been
in the idea that the prestige of worthy connectiongjualifies for
service. The fact that he allowed his uncle to deehis
reinstatement indicated this trait in Mark. But this is the very
thing which needed discipline from God.

No doubt it was good to have lived in Jerusalem tande an eye-
witness of its gospel-triumphs; it was good to aige at home with
those prominent among Christ’s followers; and iswat small honor
to be able to address the devoted Barnabas asdis uWe need not
underrate such advantages; they could have beeeduo good
account if the grace that was exhibited before Réadyes in the
circle wherein he moved had stirred his spirit andrcised his
conscience before God; it would have lead to sgitigrowth. But

the mere fact of having possessed such advantagesild not add

one cubit to his measure, nor furnish one iota ofithess for

service. At any rate Paul declared that he would not cohgeshare
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campaigns, such as he and Barnabas had condudtieding who is
not dependable. The consequent breach betweenaRduBarnabas
need not be described. We note, however, thataBashtook Mark
and sailed unto Cyprus — without Paul.

Here then is the result of the slackness of a brotho thought
“more highly than he ought to think” and not sopesccording as
God had dealt to him the measure of faith (Ro. 124nd though it
would be unjust to magnify the failure of one whemtually became
devoted and efficient, much would be lost by igngrihe fact that his
early ways led to a rupture between apostles ofHbl Ghost's
choosing, depriving Barnabas of association with iitan to whom
the ministry to the Gentiles was committed, andbnoty Paul of the
solace found in the company of this ‘son of consma’

Some years have passed since the breach between IPand
Barnabas occurred because of John Mark’s early waysBut God
has wrought in his soul. If we turn to 1 Peter 5:12-24 we find him in
Babylon with the apostle Peter and with Sil&&ilas is the brother
Paul chose when Barnabas sailed for Cyprus with Mdx;
moreover he is the brother who, as Mr. Darby says;preferred
the work to Jerusalem,” while Mark preferred Jerusaem to the
work. But the fact that Mark is now in the company dfas$
betokens a humble and spiritual mind; it has stdpgé friction on
his account; it turns him back to the work.

But time flies. The apostle Paul is now an old mann actual
years perhaps 67, but called “Paul the aged” as thessult of his
labors and sufferings. He is now a prisoner in Ruoe, and as he is
writing to the saints at Colosse, we are greatlgeckd to note these
words in his letter: “Aristarchus my fellow-prisargaluteth youand
Marcus, sister's son to Barnabas (touching whom yeeceived
commandments; if he come unto you, receive him)and ...
Justus... these only are my fellow-workers unto timgdom of God,
which have been a comfort unto me” (Col. 4:10-11).

Again he writes “There salute thee Epaphras, my fellow-prisoner i
Christ Jesus;Marcus, Aristarchus, Demas, Lucas, my fellow-
laborers” (Philemon 24)And two years later, as he is awaiting his
sentence from Caesar, he writes to Timothy to com® him at
Rome — not alone, for he adds: “Take Mark, and brirg him with
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thee: for he is profitable to me for the ministry” (2 Ti. 4:11).

Although Luke is with him, this veteran defender tbhe gospel
desires to have two others with him ere he finidhsscourse, and
these two ar@imothy and Mark.

What a change! Mark is now acknowledged as a “failv-
worker,” a “comfort,” a “fellow-laborer,” and “prof itable for the
ministry.” What has made the change? TNsrk has learned his
lesson.

Doubtless to most of the saints Mark had alwaysneeea very
estimable brother, but in Paul's spiritual mind iatidct work in

Mark’'s soul was necessary to support him in theelaf activity

which he had started to occupy; he can now disitésas taken place,
and that he is a very different sort of John Marke-is thoroughly
dependable. Where the work of the Lord is, helfighere is work to
be done in Pamphylia, no power on earth could frévaurn him

back to Jerusalem. What means this continual eater to his
comings and goings from and to Rome? Ah, Rome #mehRome
now were very different in the Christian point ééw. Rome now is
the city where “religion goes in silver slippers”as Bunyan would
say. But Rome then was the city that “had not km@m apostle
except in chains!” Yet to find John Mark we musttg Rome, or if
he has gone on the apostle’s errand it will ndbbbg till he is back.

But that is not all. This precious servant of the_ord, before his

home-going, leaves us a priceless heritage. He tg@d a book — a
wonderful book — a unique book. What is its theme?Does he
relate the scenes he had witnessed in those unfattgble early

days of the infant church? No. Does he give us atcount of his
service at Babylon together with the apostle Petaand Silas? No.
Does he describe — as he was well able to do — thtter days of

our beloved “Paul the aged?” - or would he informus that he
stood by this faithful witness at Rome at the last™No. John Mark

writes of ONE — the One who is worthy of all homagand praise;

he writes the Gospel of Mark.

Not as Matthew does he especially portray Him asatiointed King,
lifted up and cast down (Ps. 102:10) when presettexhd rejected
by Israel. Not as Luke does He distinctively séinHorth asThe
Son of Manobedient to God and the vessel of all grace to nisor.
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does he, like John, describe who He is in the ghéhiis Person — the
eternal Son of God become flesh and tabernaclingngnus. No

doubt all of these glories, though veiled, shindHim whom Mark

describes, for “he could not be hid;” but with tliteess which God
gives to the vessel He employs for a given work/enethough that
vessel be inspired — John Mark writesJesus Christ, the Son of
God, as The Servant in whose entire course no faiiwas found.

He writes of Him “straightway” doing this, or “imme diately”
doing that, and always at His Father's business. &tk reveals
Him at prayer “a great while before day” with a full working day
following — eager to go “into the next towns” with the gdspéile
multitudes press upon Him where He is. It is be, wvho informs us
that while the privacy of His early prayers is mtgpted by His
disciples, and the “desert place apart” which Heé saught for His
disciples is invaded by the people, He is nevetadifby such things,
but accepts them as a call for further laborsis Mark again who
forcibly reminds us of His desire to have thosedfiéged by His
service to “say nothing to any many” about it, sedaites the praise of
those who — though charged to say nothing — ddg,lfath done all
things well.”

R.J. Reid

1. What Egyptian was the mother of two of the tribEsmel?
2. Who is the only king in the Bible referred to akeétMede”?
3. What Roman governor had a Jewish wife named DaZsill

15

Rest
"Shall I not seek rest for thee, that it may be well with thee?”

“I WENT INTO THE SANCTUARY OF GOD”
PSALM 73:7

When Asaph went into the Sanctuary of God his whole
outlook was changed, he was the subject of a moral
revolution. Before he went in he was restless, highole soul
was in rebellion against the state of things, andonsequently
against God who is behind all. He was discontentexhd at a
loss to understand the will of God.

He was no infidel, he was a man whose God was ¢té, land
he had a deep sense in his born again soul ofwdmatight, but
he was much perplexedHe was a type of many in these
days; they cannot understand why the good things dife
should be poured into the lap of the wicked and whyrouble
should dog the steps of the honest and good.
Unrighteousness rides triumphantly in a gilded boaor
perhaps a luxurious car, while goodness goes afothe dusty
highway. Why?

One hour in the Sanctuary of God changed everythindor
Asaph. Is there anything in the New Testament which amsw
to the Sanctuary in which Asaph found the key tb had
difficult problems? Yes, there is! We have a $aaxy in the
New Testament and the Minister of it. Hebrews dlB tus we
have boldness to enter into the Holiest — thaini®, the very
presence of God — and it tells us of Jesus whioeiief our great
High Priest, who delights to lead us in, and mamtss in the
place of light and blessing.

It is wonderful how things change as we sit in th@resence
of God. Itis more wonderful how we ourselves arehanged.
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If any of us have not experienced this we shouse lloo time in
testing it. 2 Corinthians 3 speaks of beholding glory of the
Lord and being changed into the same image. thisswhich
takes place when we sit in the presence of the;ltbedworld’s
tinsel glitters just as brightly, but it loses a@#traction for us.
The wicked still prosper but we envy them not, littkee storms
that have shaken us are calmed, our souls aredrestfilled
with peace. In the presence of God he saw hovsigahwere
all earthly things, and he saw, also, the end efnth- the end of
a thing is the great test of itThe Christian, who rejoices in
the hope of glory of God, and who knows he is an ieof
God, and a joint-heir with Christ Jesus, will not ®vet the
worldly goods of a man who is without Christ, withait God,
and without hope in the world. But it is in the presence of
God that things become real, and Asaph saw thingsia
different light, his faith had been shaken and hidoot had
well nigh slipped, yet God had held him up in His ight
hand, and he learned too, that God would guide himvith
His counsel, in and through the maze of life, andfeerwards

receive him into glory. What more could he desire than that?

To be the object of God’s special care not by bitral bridle,
but to be intelligently led and instructed in the knowledge of
God, a heart free from distress and distrust. Then to hear
him break forth “whom have 1 in heaven but Thee.God
becomes his everlasting portion. Shall we be likAisaph in
our knowledge of God? — Greater light shines fothas shone
for him; “Let us draw near with a true heart... faisurance of
faith.” It is in His presence “the Sanctuary” weeseverything
clearly, moreover, we know that light shines in flage of
Jesus, the sinners Friend and Savior — He carassfand will
bring every trail to a right issue.

Was not Hannah changed (1 Sa. 1) when having knetft the
Sanctuary and poured out her grief before Gogdshe arose
and went her way, and her countenance was no radWas
not Thomas changed when in the presence of his Lard
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having seen the wounds in His hands and side,chibtd were
gone, and he confessed “My Lord and God®as not Mary
changed when she bent in adoration at the feet oesus,and
arose to carry about in her person the fragrant¢keo$pikenard
that she had poured upon Him, unmoved by the mmitiof her
brethren? Was not Paul changed, when having sought three
times the presence of the Lord about the thorn inhe flesh,
the Lord answered him with the words “My grace uffisient
for thee...most gladly therefore will | glory in mgfirmities!”

Yes, we shall all be changed as we behold the glooy the
Lord, the burdening and buffetings of life may reman, and
circumstances unchanged, but we shall be changednc
become rich in faith, the workmanship of our greatGod.
No longer shall we murmur at the inequalities of fie, but
refreshed in the Sanctuary, we shall joy in our Gogdthrough
our Lord Jesus Christ.

J.T. Mawson

1. Asenath (Genesis 47:20)
2. Darius (Daniel 5:31)
3. Felix (Acts 24:24)
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WHO MADE IT?

The Apollo 8 space mission in December, 1968, edtke first time
that man had flown to the moon. While orbiting theon, the crew made the
famous “Christmas Eve broadcast,” a live televisiod radio event heard by an
estimated one billion peoplé/hile on the air, the astronauts read part of the
account of creation from Genesis chapter one. Eadf the three astronauts
took turns, starting with Major William Anders read ing, “In the beginning,
God created the heavens and the earth.”After Captai James Lovell took his
turn, Colonel Frank Borman ended with “And God sawthat it was good.”
These three were the first men ever to see soreafonders of the universe,
and before a worldwide audience they gave crediiedOne who made it all. He
was the One who put the planets into their premibéal motions, without which
the calculations guiding the flight from the eaxitthe moon and back would
have been impossible. During the trip back to e@tth Anders was asked who
was flying the spacecraft. He said, “I think thetac Newton is doing most of
the driving right now.” Newton was the first tosteibe the laws of motion and
gravity affecting objects in space.

The story is often told of how Newton had a skiltzaftsman build him a scale
model of our solar system which was then displayed large table in Newton’s
home. Not only did the excellent workmanship sieithe various sizes of the
planets and their relative proximities, but it vedso a working model in which
everything precisely rotated and orbited when alcraas turned.

One day while Newton was in his study, a friend caenby who was a great
scientist, but who was also an atheist. Examininiipe model with

enthusiastic admiration, he exclaimed: “My! What anexquisite thing this is!
Who made it?” Without looking up from his book, Sr Issac answered,
“Nobody.”Stopping his inspection, the visitor turned and said: “Evidently
you misunderstood my question. | asked who madeith” Newton, no doubt
enjoying the chance to teach his friend a lessoregplied in a serious tone,
“Nobody. What you see here just happened to assuntige form it now has.”
“You must think I'm a fool!” retorted the visitor. “Of course somebody
made it, and he’s a genius. | want to know who his.” Laying his book
aside, Newton arose and laid a hand on his friendshoulder, saying, “This
thing is but a puny imitation of a much grander sytem whose laws you
know. | am not able to convince you that this meréoy is without a designer
and maker. Yetyou, as an atheist, profess to belie that the great original
from which the design is taken has come into beingithout either designer

or maker!” The atheist was not longer an atheist \Wwen he left that day.

The Lord Jesus has not only created the sun, nmeuh stars — He has created
you with a never-dying spirit and soul. The dagasning when our lives on earth
will be over and “every one of us shall give acdoefrhimself to God” (Romans
14:12. Are you ready to meet your Creator? Come to Hirmow as a lost
sinner, believing that the Lord Jesus Christ loveyou and died on the cross
to pay for the wages of your sin and to save youdm eternal torment in hell.

“For God so loved the world that He gave His onégotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have evargsife.” (John: 3:16)
Would you receive Him as your Lord and Savior toda§
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