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Dear Reader,

"Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example that we
should follow his steps’ | Peter 2:21;

"he that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk,
even as he walked" | John 2:6.

Being saved and having peace with God, | now need a pattern to
wak by as | go through this world on my way to glory; and the
same blessed Person through whom | have pardon and peace
becomes my pattern.

We become more and more like what we are occupied with. If
we are occupied with the world, we become worldly: if with
ourselves, selfish - but being occupied with Christ, we become
Christ-like.

We Christian know too little about meditation upon the person
of our Lord. If more of our timeto be spent in quietly thinking
of Himinstead of only in asking for things from Him. if weto
search the Word daily to learn of Him instead of looking only
for things that we think might immediately help us in our own
concerns. the more we "consider Christ Jesus' the more we
learn of Him and the more we behold Him, the more we become
like Him.

| trust that you will enjoy the great articles in this issue during the
summer months. It is our prayer that the Lord would use them for
building you up on your most holy faith and help you to be
established. Thank you for your e-mails and notes of encouragement.

Please keep praying for the Lord’s blessing on Towd the Mark.

Y oursin our soon-coming Lord,

Emil . Naihed
Please send your questions and comments to:
Toward The Mark

c/o Wayne Christian Assembly

60 Smith Lane
Wayne, NJ07470-5354
Attention: Emil S. Nashed
www.towardthemark.org
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MILK

"The truth shall make you free”

OPENING UP THINGS WITH GOD

The book of Acts describes several instances mjstthat God
opened up. In this study we will briefly considigheé verses in
the New Testament about these things. The Engirfh*to
open” (Gr. anoi@) occurs quite often: 77 or 7 x 11 times,
whereas the associated noun (Gr. &noixis) is faumlg once
(Eph. 6:19). The Greek compound verb (dianpftas the
preposition “dia” as a prefix and this verb is usagdseven
different forms, found eight times in total in thew Testament.
It means a thorough or complete opening up. May lilajppen
to us, while studying and contemplating God’s Whnét the
Lord may open it up and that, as a result, our teamnay open
wider to Him! It is interesting to note that sew@these eight
occurrences are found in Luke’s writings, but tingt fone is in
Mark.

(1) The Opening of the Ears

“And they bring to Him a deaf man who could notapeght,
and they beseech Him that He might lay His handion And
having taken him away from the crowd apart, Hehist
fingers to his ears; and having spit, He toucheddngue; and
looking up to heaven He groaned, and says to hphpEatha,
that is, Be opened. And immediately his ears weened, and
the band of his tongue was loosed and he spok# (igk.
7:32-35). “Be opened” (v.34) represents one ofsinen forms
in which the verldianoig occurs. How fitting it is that this
should be the first occurrence in the series ditéit this
point, an application can be made to all Christitve$ore we
were saved we were sinners and enemies of Godbf®to
hear God’s voice. In the incident just quoted, wayrabserve
the actions that were needed to enable us to listelns voice.

. First, the Lord had to come down. This tremenddassis

described in Philippians 2:5-8 and 2 Corinthian®; 8:
without this stoop we would be lost, forever.

. Then the Lord identified with the deaf man — a kisher —

by putting His hand upon him. Thus, Christ idestifiwith
us in our need (and similarly, the Lord will iddgtwith the
Jewish remnant in days to come). By the grace af, @t
those who are saved can say, “The Lord put His land
me.” But for Him this meant, ultimately, the deaththe
cross! On our side, through faith, we identify wiis cross,
as Paul learned to do (Gal. 2:20).

. “He took him aside from the multitude.” The Lorded this

way because of His public rejection by the natibtsmael.
Today, the Lord (now acting from heaven) separates
believers from the religious world.

. Mark emphasized the Lord’skilfulnessas He put His

fingers into the deaf man’s ears, in view of hiallmg. This
was part of the healing process: the touch of tlastht’s
hand! It seemed to make the situation even worge,itb
illustrates how intensely the Lord identified wittre man’s
problem. When we have a problem or are troublednn
way, let us go to Christ so that He may take charge
However, we first need to surrender to Him andvalldim

to take full control.

. Then Hespat We might think that this was somewhat

inappropriate, but it was needed. This action esqed that
Christ, from His inner being, sharedmething of Himself
with this man.

. Furthermore, Hetouched the deaf man’s tongue. This

demonstrates Christ's ability to bring about heglithe
skilfulness of His hand.

. He was “looking up to heaven.” In Mark’s Gospek thord

is portrayed as the dependent, humble Servant. His
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resources came from God, and He publicly acknovdddg
that.

. “"He sighed.” This may have been reported to show ho
impressed our Lord was by the seriousness of tbblgm.

We sight when we are faced with severe problems, but then
we too, may look up to heaven for the resourcesdbae
from God.

. “And He says, “Ephphatha” (the Aramaic word for “Be
opened”). The ears need to be opened first, beftner
blessings can come. Romans 10:17 teaches thatctaities
through hearing the Word of God (vv.8-21). An apaiion:

if you cannot hear yet, spiritually, it means tiiat are still
lost. You need to listen first, for God to workther in your
life.

The passage from Mark’s Gospel that we just examnim¢he
first of eight references New Testament referensasy the
particular verb, meaning, “to open up.” We may eext to
consider the seven occurrences of this verb foarndike’s
writings.

(2) The Opening of the Womb

In Luke 2, the opening is related to the Lord seeinig into this
world and this forms quite a contrast to the sitmabf the deaf
man who was unable to speak. Luke describes maaije
about Christ’s coming into this world and althoubts one is
also linked with this word “opening,” the settirggquite
different. “When the days were fulfilled for theiurifying
according to the Law of Moses, they brought Hindeousalem
to present Him to the Lord (as it is written in thes of the
Lord: Every male thatpens the womb shall be called holy to
the Lord)” (Lk. 2:22-23).

1 The verb Mark used (Gstenizo) is also translated @agoan (Rom. 8:23; 2
Cor. 5:2, 4; Heb. 13:17) grumble(Jam. 5:9); it occurs 6 times in the NT.
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Here we meet the Lord Jesus in His perfect humaagya
Baby. He came into this world, being born like gvether
child, yet there was a tremendous difference becthesLord
was conceived of the Spirit as announced by thelaBgbriel.
Thus, from the very beginning, Christ is unlikeathers, for
He is God, blessed over all, yet (indescribabletery} Son of
God and Son of Man! We cannot fathom these mystefiélis
Person, nor grasp the greatness of His stoop ionhieag a Man
through the wonderful work of the Holy Spirit in Ka Such is
“the mystery of piety” (cf. 1 Tim. 3:16): “The Wotiaecame
flesh and tabernacled among us” (Jn. 1:14).

The point that is highlighted here in Luke 2:23aiguote from
the Old Testament law, “Every male tlopeneth the womb
shall be called holy to the Lord” (Ex. 13:2 KJV)t the time of
Israel’s exodus from Egypt, God established Hibtsgs
Redeemer: righteous claims that He wanted to beodstrated
in every firstborn baby boy. Therefore, when thed_desus
came into this world, Joseph and Mary, throughrtbleedient
action, acknowledged God'’s rights upon Christ asa
(perfect human being, in spirit, soul and body) asdne of
God’s earthly people. Every human being should sutam
God’s rights areator but our society does not and even we,
as believers, do not always respect His claims. él@w the
principle of obedience and submission to God wasitaiaed
in the Baby Jesus. Every firstborn male child naé$ was to be
set apart for God in recognition of His rightsGeator-
Redeemerand consecrated to Him and His service. Later in
Exodus, this consecration was limited to the Leviiat it
remains a beautiful illustration for believers tgdaurthermore,
the Lord Jesus was not only born among His eapgbbple, but
He also represented an entirely new generatiohowitsin,
“sin apart.” The Lord did not have a human fatleeegery one
of us do, but He represents a new beginning akléael of a
new generation and Firstborn of a new order. Intooty this
new order, He was set apart for God from the vegt.Only
on the basis of His death and resurrection, Chastbecome
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the First-born among many brethren and so beliexers
introduced into this new family.

APPLICATION TO BELIEVERS

From the moment we were born again, God set us agar
Himself. In that sense we are holy, sanctified. denot have
to wait a number of years to become holy or beated holy by
someone. No; Christians are holy by the callindwwihich they
have been called. Thus, set apart, we are hekdifioand for
His interests. Do we apply this to our daily cir@atances? As
long as we are in this world: are we really devate®od’s
interests? What a wonderful and perfect exampléave in our
Lord Jesus; what a challenge and encouragemertectound
in Him!

(3) The Opening of the Eyes

Luke 1 and 2 provide details about the virgin Mangl about
Him who came from havomh whereas Luke 24 describes the
virgin tomh In this study, we consider the particular verb
dianoig, used to describe three things being opened i Luk
24. The tomb is opened first, though the verbfient (the
stone rolled away), because the open and empty i®thie
basis for the following openings. In the apostfashlic
discourses recorded in Acts, we regularly findfarence to
Christ’s resurrection, the foundation on which wans: as
Christians we stand on resurrection ground (1 C®). Then
we read the special verb that we are studying, ifTdyes were
openedand they recognised Him. And He disappeared from
them” (Lk. 24:31). Looking at the context, we netithat these
two disciples of Emmaus were discouraged and pigleaien
depressed. But the Lord came to their rescue. Htem ave
need the Lord to come in to encourage us! How didlbl that
with the two disciples? First, He asked about their
circumstances. He did not impose Himself on theth an
God’s providence, they did not immediately recogrtim
either even though they had been familiar with Hiinen,

gradually, a change started to take place andlibggn to have
confidence in Him, so that He could speak freelthtm,
“Ought not the Christ to have suffered these thenys to enter
into His glory? And having begun from Moses anarfrall the
prophets, He interpreted to them in all the Scrgguhe things
concerning Himself” (vv.26-27).

This is the third reference in the series of eadiut a complete
and thorough opening. The Lord could not have exlantith

this teaching without the foundation He laid thrbudis
accomplished work and resurrection. But now, He alas to
come closer to them, while speaking of Himself. Hhd/He do
s0? By quoting Moses’ writings, the Prophets ahthal
Scriptures (the complete Old Testament), He opé&mea up,
explaining the thingsoncerning HimselfThe two disciples
must have perked up their ears as they starteekta.sand so
their hearts opened up for Him. This could be gestbn itself:
are our hearts really opened to welcome the Lasdsldo truly
embrace Him, as Simeon did (Lk. 2:28)7?

CHRIST IS THE KEY
It is important to understand that all the Scriptuspeak of
Christ. He is the Key. Without Him we cannot undnsl the
writings of Moses. In the first chapter of Genesesmeet Him,
the Creator: how great He is (cf. Jn. 1:1-2; Cdl6117; Heb.
1:2-3)! In Exodus, Moses describes many detailselinto
Israel’s redemption from Egypt, but when we underdtthat
the Lord Jesus is the Key, we start to see thasHeing
portrayed in the Passover lamb (Ex. 12), in thedservant of
Exodus 21, and in so many of these passages. Hamgelf as
the Key, according to God’s thoughts, the Lord afale to gain
the attention of the two disciples, drawing thenmagdfrom their
problems and themselvés,the things concerning Himses
a result, the two disciples’ eyes were opened jv.Bius, while
the Scriptures were being presentethem, there was a work
of God going onn them (cf. Gal. 1:16). If there is anything that
we really need, it is this: that our attention aod hearts be
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drawn to the Lord Jesus, to the things concernimgsielf. This
is how we should study the Scriptures. Then thepbe

living, vibrant and real. When we take up the Sarigs in
connection with our Lord Jesus Christ, our eyes, wall be
opened to see more of Him. Today there are orthdéas who
know the Scriptures (the Old Testament) by head.nféy have
a great respect for their knowledge but they kstdk this
opening of the eyes.

Saul of Tarsus was one of them but, once he hadtked_ord
in glory, everything changed. He had learned thgg&ces by
heart, but he did not know the One of whom theykep@Vvhen
he met Him, he understood the Key to the Old Testamecord
was right there (cf. Phil. 3:3-7; Heb. 2:9) andhe Scriptures
were unlocked to him. Although he knew them sodhghly,
outwardly, they had been like a closed book witleiover
them. However, Christ can and does take the valyg@ Cor.
3 explains this in detail). That is, it may be sestgd, what
happened to the two disciples from Emmaus. Whein ¢lyes
were opened “they knew Him” and recognized HimtiAs$
point, a true relationship was established, bechigsstayed in
their hearts, even though He vanished out of sight. Is this
true of us as well?

(4) The Scriptures Opened

The fourth occurrence of the vedtanoig follows immediately
and again, there is a direct link to the Scriptutésd they said
to one another, was not our heart burning in udeaspoke to
us on the way, and as He opened the scriptures?o(wu.32).
We, too, in reading the Scriptures need the Ladnélp to
understand more of Him, especially in portions #ratdifficult
to grasp. If we do not comprehend them, let usgiha up but
keep on reading because the Holy Spirit will grdigugpen
them up and make them clear. This may remind tsafm
119, “The entrance (opening) of Thy words givehtligjiving
understanding unto the simple” (Ps. 119:130). Ealay, the
two disciples had opened their house for the Leslis

receiving Him into their home, having urged Hinctame in
(Lk. 24:29). This is another point to meditate byp:opening
their house to Him, He came in as a Guest, butenaburse He
became the Host, the Master of the house, “Hadhkgrt the
bread, He blessed, and having broken it, gavetitam” (v.30).
Wonderful things happen when the Lord receivesridistful
place in our homes. Does He really have this placar homes
and lives; is He “on the throne”?

(5) The Understanding Opened

There was a happy sequel to all of this, one th#tadisciples
enjoyed. “Theropened He their understanding, that they might
understand the scriptures” (v.45). So our specabivior
opening is used for three matters in Luke 24:

* He opened their eyes, and they recognized Him;

* He opened the Scriptures; so they understood that

the Scriptures speak of Him;

* He opened their understanding, so that they would

be able to correctly apply the Scriptures in they wa
He had done this.

This is what we need as well. It is not sufficiemunderstand
the Scriptures in a merely intellectual way. Wech&efurther
touch” as we are in need of this opening of theeustdnding.
We may connect this to that which John 6 describesit the
matter of appropriation, because it is by eatirag the make the
things of God our own. This appropriating paralléls thought
of opening the understanding in Luke 24. Througinagess of
eating and digesting we make the things concerthad.ord
our own. There are two sides that go together agamake
the effort — we read the Scriptures, meditate emthstudy and
examine with the help of a concordance — while fimmeously
a work of God takes place. Is it not striking te $®w, at the
same time that we take in His thoughts, God waokether
with us, helping us to make these things our own?



(6) The Heavens Opened

Luke’s Gospel presents Christ as our Model on earthin
Acts we find a company formed after the One whaow in
heaven. In Acts 7, in Stephen, we meet the protobfpvhat a
Christian is or should be: a witness-martyr. Thedl®
testimony in this world is a suffering testimonyeeplified in
Stephen, the overcomer. Just before he was storahth, he
could say, “Behold, | see the heavens opened,l@n8adn of
man standing at the right hand of God” (v. 56).dHee find
that same verb again, “opened,” where it has thenmeg of
being thoroughly opened and being completely opeiped
Comparing this with what is recorded in Matthewb®ut the
Lord’s baptism, we notice on that occasion thatiibavens
were opened upon the Lord, the Holy Spirit desaamndipon
Him, to anoint Him in view of His coming public s&ce. There
on earth on the banks of the Jordan, He was thecDbf
heaven’s delight, the heavens looking down on HBot.in
Acts 7, it is the other way around: here there avdssciple on
this earth while the heavens opened up for hinthabhe could
look up into Heaven, to see “the Son of man stapdirthe
right hand of God.” The Lord Jesus, again, is tige€t, not on
earth, but in heaven! What we find in Acts 7:5@ iwonderful
summary of the Epistle to the Hebrews, which spedkait the
opened heavens and the Son of man at God'’s riglot ta
other words, before this Epistle was written, Stepalready
enjoyed, in actual practice, the truth of Hebrews.

What about us? Do we appreciate the privileges that we have in

an opened heaven with free access to come beftaritne of
grace (Heb. 4:16; 10:19)? We may, indeed, coméyfeeel
boldly with our requests, as well as with our peaasid worship
because we see “Jesus crowned with glory and hd(2i9). In
Acts 7, we read that the Lord wstsnding This was possibly
in order to sit down, because He had not long leeénitered
heaven and had been welcomed by God (Heb. 5: 1®liole
multitude of angels must have ascribed praise tsClentering

the heavens. But He was going to sit down, as th&tlEs
teach. On the other hand, Luke may have emphasiatd
Christ was standing there because He was, as &, weit
waiting for His people to change their mind so tHatwould be
able to go back to them (this will, in fact, hapdter their
future national confession, Isa. 53). At any ratehis time He
is the Son of maasitting at Gods’ right hand! Yet Stephen, just
before his death, saw Higtanding to receive His faithful
servant and introduce him into Paradise at hisyrdotn. And
so Christ Himself was standinggady to come to Stephen’s
rescue Looking up to Jesus in heaven as Stephen daliris
privilege as well, for we may contemplate the glofyhe Lord
and be transformed from glory to glory (2 Cor. 3:18

(7) The Opening of Lydia’s Heart

“Now a certain woman named Lydia heard us. Sheanssdler
of purple from the city of Thyatira, who worship&ad. The
Lord opened her heart to heed the things spokdpely (Acts
16:14). This is a great example of a work of GodisTGentile
merchant lady had shown interest in the God oklsteaving
joined those faithful Jews who on the Sabbath tsedme
together at the riverside to prayhat is where the Holy Spirit
sent the apostle Paul and his company. While Pasl w
speaking, God opened Lydia’s heart. Luke, who wasent at
the time, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirgcorded what
happened. According to the original language ofattea Lydia
came from, her name means something thgttievousor
painful. This represents man’s character and conditioresin
Adam and Eve’s fall; even the delivery of a babg igainful
matter. In Lydia we have an indication of what avitere every
human being really isorrowful But Lydia had an interest in
God; the KJV says, she “worshipped God”; this iathks her

2 There was no synagogue at Philippi because there mot enough men.
According to rabbinic rules, ten Jewish men weredeel for a synagogue
service. Since there were not enough Jewish merwéimen would come
together and sit down at the riverside for pragerystom familiar to Paul.
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great interest, at that moment, in the Jewishigglignd the
God of Israel, an interest that prepared her faatwbas going
to follow, when God would come into her life andKe
control.” She had an interest in God, but now Haes® into
open her heartFrom the heart “are the issues of life” (Prov.
4:23). The heart is the very centre of our being,gersonality
and therefore, when the heart is opened to Go@reveff to a
good start. Later in the same chapter, she opeseldduse for
the gospel, then for Paul and his company (Silamspthy,
Luke), and probably for the believers in Philipfsica some of
whom had been saved that same week. It is poshiii¢he
new assembly even started to meet there. An opaseho
indeed, but it started with a heart that was opgeeen as it had
been with the two disciples from Emmaus.

(8) Paul’s Ministry - Opening up the Scriptures
Leaving Lydia’s home, Paul travelled from Philigpi
Thessalonica. There, for three Sabbaths, he spitkehe Jews

in the synagogue Opening and setting before them that Christ

must needs have suffered, and risen again frordehd; and
that this Jesus, whom | preach unto y o u, is €hpscts 17:3).
What was Paul doing here? He was doing the sartedsord
did in Luke 24 with the disciples from Emmaus. Wsihe
Scripturesthoroughly opening thenPaul, a Jewish Christian,
presented the Old Testament scriptures to hiswelewvs (not
Christians yet) and proving to thémvhothe Christ is according
to the Scriptures — the Messiah — and explainirtgem that He
had to suffer (the same “must” we find in Luke &):2This
Jesus, whom | preach is the ChrisP&aul had been in the
school of God and had learned to follow his MasteXample!
With respect to Paul's ministry, in Acts 26, Lukevsmarized
the Lord’s instructions to Paul, using the saméoy&p open
their eyes” (but without the prefoia) as when Paul “opened
up” the Scriptures. The Lord’s commission to Saaoif the

3The verb “preach” or “proclaim” is identical to tlh@e in Acts 17:18 and
Philippians 1:18.

11

glory, was “to open their eyes, and to turn theomfidarkness
to light, and from the power of Satan unto Godi thay may
receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance antbeam which
are sanctified by faith that is in Me” (Acts 26:18he Lord
Jesus is once again, the supreme Object, as wibléaBentre.
Faith links us with Himas He is now in the gloryn connection
with this, the opening of the eyes is mentioned mioee time
(Acts 17:3), using the vedianoig. What a change: from
darkness to light! The extreme moral darkness de=itr
especially in relation to Corinth and Ephesus (A@&sl9), is
the background against which our exalted Lord coimgs
grace. This intervention coincides with the actdour God
and Father, who delivered us from the power of nkesk and
from the power of Satan, to transfer us into thgéiom of the
Son of His love (Col. 1:13)!

More Things Opened

The eight occurrences of the vetlilanoig “(thorough)
opening” or “to open up (completely)” introduce enorder of
things. What is the result of all these openings the eyes, of
the understanding and of the Scriptures? In the dégr the
Lord’s resurrection, these openings were necessatlyat He
could lead the disciples out to Bethany and blesmt(LKk.
24:50-53). Thideading them ouvas not only on the occasion
of His ascension; it was also needed in view asponse they
might give in worship to Christ and to God. Afterrd.ord’s
ascension, the disciples returned to Jerusalehettemple, but
they no longer belonged to the Jewish religiousesyshat had
cast out their MessiahThey were there continually rejoicing,
praising and blessing God, as a priestly compantm’s
interests linked with the glorified Christ.

4 Though morally speaking it took almost forty yetrsvean
them from Judaism. (See also Hebrews, written ko the
Jewish believers move out of the old system ando*@hrist”).
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What a contrast with the beginning of Luke’s Gospéien
Zacharias served inside the temple while the pestpled
outside! Then the entrance to God had been a clmsedeven
for the priest, while it was allowed that, only ere year, the
high priest could enter God’s presence and onli tié blood
of a sacrifice. Now the entrance was open, widepaed the
disciples had obtained free access. Today, thissaads the
privilege of every true Christian. All these “opegs”
demonstrate that we have free access to God therFatd to
our glorified Lord, and this is through the Holyi®p The
heavens are opened, and we can enter in by faithmouths
opened to praise and bless God. Often our moughshaut
because of our failures (even though our positio@hrist is
perfect). Here in Luke 24 they were open becauseligtiples
were welling forth a good message concerning thng KiPs.
45:1), their risen and ascended Lord. From the ddice of the
heart, the disciples’ mouths could speak in prarsgworship.
This “outflow” was in response to the openings veatlby the
Lord. May the Lord help us to be more at His féalearn from
Him as He opens up the Scriptures, so that we lsarba true
worshippers! In heaven, our hearts will be opemealltthe
treasures of God’s Word and we will be worshipgersver.
What a prospect!

Alfred E. Bouter

Search the Scriptures!
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1. What king had the first birthday party in thidlB?
2. Who wore the first bridal veil ?
3. Who was the second king of Israel?

"Sanctify them by the truth”

"WHEN YE COME TOGETHER"

We desire to press upon our readers the necedsity
deep heart-searching's before God as to the prgeastal
condition of things, and the lack of spiritual povead
freshness in the gatherings together of the saim®d. Much
depends in the way of testimony to those withosityall as
edification to those within, upon the conditiontloé assemblies
of the saints (I Cor. 14), and the glory of thed.@ ultimately
lined up with it. Thence the importance of thejeab

When the soul is not honest and open before Gsd it
easy to persuade oneself that things are not safbadall,
better, at least, in the limited circle in which meve than in
any other. We exaggerate what seems right andmzeaiwhat
is undoubtedly wrong, and compare ourselves witlerstto our
own advantage, and in so doing we are like chilgiaging at
"let's pretend," and all the advantages of sudly @@ to our
tireless and subtle enemy. Delusions of thisa@tspecially
fatal, for they hinder us from going to God indrsoul exercise
and learning in His presence how we appear before wWhich
is the only road of recovery.

It will do us no harm to hear what solemn thinggdG
had to say to His people of old. They might weline home to
us today. He said, "This people draw near to Mé tieir
mouth, and with their lips do honor Me, but haveoged their
heart from Me, and their fear toward Me is taugkitd precept
of men" (Isa. 29:13). That indictment describedElRI
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PRAYERS AND WORSHIP WHEN THEY PROFESSEDLY
GATHERED TO HIM. Do they describe ours and do our
consciences stir uneasily as we read the wordgiceNohat
went along with this condition, that which wentradowith this
condition, that which probably was the chief caokg - the
precept of men had taken the place of the Wordaaf &d His
fear. The Word had been ousted from its authoréagilace,
and precept and tradition had become the rule mdect, and
they walked in the fear of what men thought andjtainstead
of the fear of God. Consequently the Word wasatesebook
to them; seers, prophets, and rulers could notrstated it and
the unlearned could not read it. The whole stitigsbare in
this solemn passage.

But is not this increasingly the condition of thn
today? How often does some teaching, traditioma@anmade
rule bind the conscience instead of the Word! Hdten is the
plain Word - the commandments of God - neutraliredde of
none effect by the precepts of men! Could any tmmdbe
more deplorable than this? For does it not prba¢man is
more to us than God, that God Himself has beeratiepn the
heart? It surely does, for "IF AMAN LOVE ME HE WIL
KEEP MY WORDS."

God is a Spirit, and they that worship Him muststhip
Him in spirit and in truth, and if men's words haaken the
place of His, this cannot be done, and to professdw near to
Him in prayer or worship when the heart is remofrech Him
can only move His displeasure, for it is mere pre¢e And
where such a condition of things has set in regoseneeded,
and recovery can only be reached by the way ointapee.

There is another solemn description of these peopl
less searchingThe children of they people...speak to one
another, everyone to his brother, saying, Comeay you, and
hear what is the word that cometh froth from thed_.ocAnd
they come unto thee as the people cometh, andithegfore

thee as my people, and THEY HEAR THY WORDS, BEVYTH

WILL NOT DO THEM; for with their mouths they showaim
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love, but their heart goeth after their covetousneand, lo,
thou art unto them as a very lovely song of onéhhath a
pleasant voice, and can play well on an instrumétTHEY
HEAR THY WORDS BUT THEY DO THEM NOT" (Ezek.
33:30-32)

Here is described their gatherings for the PREAIGHII
AND TEACHING OF THE WORD.

These people came to be interested and pleaste by
preaching, to approve or to criticize as the wacbaded or
otherwise with their particular view of things, libey had not
intention of being subject to the Word they heaftiey did not
gather with Samuel's cry in their hears, "SpeakdLfor Thy
servant heareth." Nor did they inquire with SduTlarsus,
"Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?" Their mingsre
already made up to go their own way, and to pl#asmselves.

Happy are we if this state of things does not diesd¢he
meetings with which we are familiar, but eh testathis surely
is, "How much does all the preaching and teachfrtgeWord
to which we have listened affect our practicaldy? do we go
forth from hearing the Word to do it? Or are weltheses
hypocritical of old who with their mouths showeddo but
whose hearts went after their covetousness?" sotgrastions
theses, and yet is only by searching and probiagthte true
condition of things is revealed.

There is a further passage which brings out thealaw
subtlety of the human heart, and proves the ndagexfdiving
before God if we are to be preserved from beingived by it.
It tells us when Israel was in trouble under Gotiastening
hand, They sought Him and enquired early after God...
Nevertheless they did flatter Him with their mow&ND THEY
LIED UNTO HIM WITH THEIR TONGUES. For their heart
was not right with Him, neither were they steadfadilis
covenant” (Ps. 78:13-37).

"They lied unto Him with their tongues.” With thess
ancient people there was merely the wish to escapble, they
did not intend to hear the rod, or learn the leshahGod's
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chastening love would teach them. They profeseetw and
piety, but it was hypocrisy. From such an awfuldition may
the good Lord deliver us. But we need to seatothearts.
God is not less holy than every he was, thougliutheess of
His grace has now revealed itself. For lying u@tml Ananias
and his wife were stricken with instant death. rGed is a
consuming fire."

It will be noticed that in each of theses scriptuquoted
the heart has a prominent place.

1. They removed their heart from Me.

2. Their heart goeth after their covetousness.

3. For their heart was not right with Him.

Everything depends upon the heart for out ofettae
issues of life. When the people of God become with this
heart malady He alone can recover them, but howarimg it
is to know that He is always ready to do this. Tkart is
reached through the conscience, and that agagached by the
Word, but the Word is ineffective unless thereaigived in the
soul the fear of God. The fear of God is the beigig of
wisdom, it is the gate of every true blessing. &lrits
influence His Word assumes its proper sway in trescience,
enlightens the understanding, and revives the lahgwg faith,
so that "GOD IS" becomes the prime fact in ourdivélen
sink into their true insignificance, the thoughtsl antents of
our hearts are laid bare, judged, and repentezhafwe and our
brethren are all measured according to His presence

J.T. Mawson

Answers to Scripture search!

1. Pharaoh (Genesis 40:20)
2. Rebekah (Genesis 24:65)
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3.Ishbosheth (2 Samuel 2:8-10)

"Exercise thyself unto piety”

HOW MAY WE LOVE HIM MORE?

If we love a person, we are jealous about his nanade
honor. We do not like to hear him spoken againgtout
speaking up for him and defending him. We feelrubto
maintain his interests and his reputation. Wenegze person
who treats him ill with almost as much disfavoifase had ill-
treated us. Well, it is just so between the trhestian and
Christ. The true Christian regards with a godbigesy all
efforts to disparage his Master's word, or nameharch, or
day. He will confess Him before princes, if need énd be
sensitive of the least dishonor put upon Him. Hiémnet hold
his peace and suffer his Master's cause to bemitame
without testifying against it. And why is all tRisSimply
because he loves Him.

If we love a person, we like to talk to him. Veéd him
all our thoughts, and pour out all our hearts ta.hWe find no
difficulty in discovering subjects of conversatioHowever
silent and reserved we many be to others, we firdgy to talk
to a much-loved friend. However often we may megtare
never at a loss for matter to talk about. We haweays much
to say, much to ask about, much to describe, much t
communicate. Well, it is just so between the @ineistian and
Christ! The true Christian finds no difficulty speaking to his
Savior. Every day he has something to tell Hind he is not
happy unless he tells it. He speaks to Him in @rayery
morning and night. He tells Him his wants and aesihis
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feeling and his fears. He asks counsel of Himifiicdlty. He
asks comfort of Him in trouble. He cannot helphte must
converse with his Savior continually, or he wouwdéf by the
way. And why is this? Simply because he loves .Him

Finally, if we love a person, we like to be alwayish
him. Thinking, and hearing, and readying and docesly
talking are all well in their way. But when we ligdove
people we want something more. We long to be aviayheir
company. We wish to be continually in their sogietd to
hold communion with them without interruption ordavell.
Well, it is just so between the true Christian &idist. The
heart of a true Christian longs for that blessegwlaen he will
see his Master face to face, and go out no moerelokfs to
have done with sinning and repenting, and beliewind to
begin that endless life when he shall see as hbd&sseen,
and sin no morel He has found it sweet to livdditn, and he
feels it will be sweeter still to live by sight. eHhas found it
pleasant to hear of Christ, and talk of Christ, egatl of Christ.
How much more pleasant will it be to see Christwiiis own
eyes and never to leave Him any more. Any whyl ithis?
Simply because he loves Him.

Those who love Christ should never be ashameet to |
others see it and know it. Speak for Him. WitnesdHim.
Live for Him. Work for Him. If He has loved yound washed
you from your sins in His own blood, you never nshdnk
from letting others know that you feel it, and |ddam in
return.

May we never think that we can love Christ toolwel
live to Him too thoroughly, confess Him too boldlsy
ourselves out for Him too heartily! Of all theribs that will
surprise us in the resurrection morning, this,lidve, will
surprise us most: that we did not love more.

J.C. Ryle
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Two lovers built two cities. The love of God bulkrusalem
and the love of the world built Babylon. Let evengn enquire
of himself what he loves and he shall resolve hihtfevhence
he is a citizen!- StAugusting(354-430 A.D.).

REST
“Shall | not seek rest for thee, that it may belwsath thee?”

"THE GOD OF ALL COMFORT"
2 Corinthians 1:3.

How blessed, then, to know that the God of ouragan, the One
who has been fully set forth in Christ, is "the Gdd@ll comfort." The
phrase is preceded by another - "the Father ofie®rdhat is, as we
understand it, the mercies or compassions whick baen
ministered to us through our Lord Jesus Christ tadivilowed out to
us through Him from the Father's heart. (CompareRld@; 1 John
3:1.) In like manner, God is the blessed fount smarce of all the
comfort which can be received, and He is this beeade is the God
of resurrection. Now that . He has been fully died in the death of
His beloved Son, He is set free in righteousnesst tthe mighty tide
of His comforts flow out, without let or hindranoa His side, into
the sorrowing hearts of His people in every pathefworld. The
only barrier to its inflow, at any time of need atidtress, is to be
found in our own state. A clear way has been madelimself to
minister it; but, alas! its reception is often cked by our unbelief
and lack of expectation.

Together with this it must be remembered that,gfisl"the God

of all comfort," there is no comfort outside of Himsetfid one of the
sorrowful failings of His people that they do steofturn to other
sources for relief and alleviation in seasons @fgand thereby they
miss the blessed lessons which He would teach thesagh their
exercises under His chastening. Like Israel of inlstead of turning
at once, when under pressure, to Himself, theyufratly have
recourse to the broken cisterns which can hold atermwNot living
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amid unseen things, they want human sympathies@gbort, and
seek thus to comfort themselves, only, howevergdtize, sooner or
later, that the very thing which they most cravedand obtained for
themselves was but another means of sorrow. NoliSdte God

of all comfort," and His mourners are shut up to Him,Heralone
can put off their sackcloth and gird them with glasls, and cause
them to sing praise to Him and not be silent. Tgkip this attitude of
waiting alone upon Him, they will soon learn thiaityeeping endure
for a night, joy cometh in the morning. Let these things,
therefore, be engraven upon our hearts, that Hesélfris the source
of all our comfort, and that there is no comforesthere to be found.

It should be remarked, also, that to comfort is ¢hiaracter -
that, in other words, He is the comforting God.tlAs apostle
says, "Who comforteth us in all our tribulationfidaagain in
chapter 7, "Nevertheless God, that comforteth thiostare cast
down." So likewise in the Psalms, as, for examijpte, healeth
the broken in heart, and bindeth up their wounhfséach of
these passages it will be noticed that the ventise present
tense, that the action is consequently charadterastd that
therefore it is not what God will sometimes do & wait upon
Him, but what He ever does because it is His charand
delight to do it. The question need therefore n&eeraised, Is
He willing to comfort? It should rather be this,eAwe in the
state to receive this blessed ministry from Hins#&lfhat a God
it is with whom we have to do! One who has told alHis
heart in the dark domain of death through thedfiftlis
beloved Son; One who, being "rich in mercy, for blieat love
wherewith He loved us .. . hath quickened us tceyethth
Christ"; and the One who, while we are passingughoa world
where sorrow and tribulation are our portion, pnésélimself
to us as a comforting God - the God, as Paul sSays
comforteth us in all our tribulation."And is He rtbe same
still? He is not One who cannot be touched witkelifg of our
infirmities, and we may therefore come boldly te throne of
grace for the needed mercy and the seasonable\Wbjt.an
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evangel of consolation this is to weary, burderedi,
sorrowing hearts!

“continued from back cover”

A mere return to morality and outward change will not solve this
world’'s problems—nor is it even possible while theunderlying

cause of sin remains untreated. There must be, onan’'s part,

repentance of his sin to God and faith in the LordJesus Christ.
Until that point is reached, there can be no remedyfor the
devastating ills of the world. God has commanded kimen
everywhere to repent, and He has appointed the dayhen He will
judge the world in righteousness by Jesus—a fact &t He gave
assurance of when He raised Him from the dead (Acts7:30-31).
The crux of the whole matter is man’s treatment ofthe Son of
God. No matter how lofty the moral standards or howspiritual

the principles adopted, until men have made the Soof God their
Savior, they are lost!

Dear reader, what about you? Are you concerned abdwvhat ails
the world? Do you search for an answer to its sympms? If
you're concerned, that's good! But what about youown soul? No
matter what level of morality you pursue or what level of
spirituality you have obtained, if you haven't repeted of your
sins to God and trusted Jesus Christ as your Savipyou have not
addressed the great need of your soul! Jesus sdilam the way,

the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Fater, but by
Me” (John 14:6). We urge you to get right with Godthrough

Jesus Christ: He died on the Cross at Calvary to guaway your
sins by the sacrifice of Himself. There He shed Hisrecious blood
by which your redemption can be accomplished (1 Pet 1:18-19).
Our eternal destiny depends on whether or not we fuwour trust

in Him as our personal Savior.

May God grant that each of us concerned by the evesof the day
may search our hearts in the presence of God and bed to
repentance and faith in that Blessed One whom Godage. “God
so loved the world, that He gave His only begotteson, that
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but dwve
everlasting life” (John 3:16).
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WHAT'S WRONG WITH THE WORLD?

Charles R. Brown, head of the Department of Historyat Roanoke
College, answered the question this way:

“Practically everyone admits that the world is sick but just what

ails it continues to baffle all the doctors. In fat no one up to the
moment has offered any genuinely intelligent diagrsis, yet there
are thousands of remedies being urged and tried. Ofourse,
many people have attempted to tell us what ails theorld, but

their suggestions are usually prejudiced by their wn personal
interests and for that reason fail even to approacha good
diagnosis.

“Man alone of all creation is considered capable oflevising and
improving standards of living. Every generation sirte the advent
of man has been charged with the responsibility ahaintaining a

high standard of morals and history testifies strogly that

whenever man has neglected his morals, his civilizan has
suffered accordingly. Loose morals have undoubtedlgontributed

much to the downfall of all civilizations previousto ours and loose
moral living if not corrected will most certainly wreck our world.

“What is wrong with the world? It is morally and spiritually sick
and no one seems to have the courage to administdre cure.
Therefore, the challenge to all people must be toeg ready to
stand on their own feet in simple, rugged, and hors living, if our
civilization is to survive.”

These are eloquent words and in many respects thepeak truth
while in others they manifest a sad lack of a realnderstanding of
the issues that confront the world today. The worlds “morally
and spiritually sick.” The symptoms of violence, dug addiction,
greed, lawlessness, lack of morality, abortion, andthers all prove
we are in the last days of grace—days like those dfoah when
violence and corruption filled the earth and brough forth the
judgment of God. Sinis the root cause of all thesereadful
symptoms that plague the world today, and there ionly one
remedy for that root cause. It is found in the oncerucified, now
risen and glorified Son of God, Jesus Christ.

“continued on page 22”
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