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October 2009
Dear Reader,

“Rejoice _evermore Pray without ceasing In everything give
thanks, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus conceting you”
(1 Th. 5:16-18).

Nine wonderful words! This is what God has made provision for His
people to do; it should be their mark, their cheeastic. This is the
program that Christ has for the daily lives of th@gho are His, while
they are here in this world. Our joy must be in lthoed or it will not
be real Christian rejoicing. And what a sure fouimtafor eternal joy
is Christ the Son of Godl’he more we come to know Christ the
greater will be our joy in Him. And what encouragement to every
believer to call upon the Lord at all times andalhplaces,for He
has said Ask, Seek, Knock, with the promise of angm Why
should believers do thus? “For this is the willG&dd in Christ Jesus
concerning you.’Always rejoicing, always praying, always giving
thanks: just three blessed manifestations of and s&imonies to the
power of the living Christ. It is what is needed tomake Him
known in the world today. Also to know that this iswhat Christ
has made provision for in the daily lives of His peple.

As the year 2009 comes to close, it is our pralgat the Lord uses
this issue of Toward the Mark to help you as yocefahe daily
challenges of life.

Thank you for your e-mails and notes of encouraggme
Please keep praying for the Lord’s blessing on Tdwiae Mark.

Yours in our soon-coming Lord,
Enil S, Washed
Please send your questions and comments to:
Toward The Mark
c/o Wayne Christian Assembly
60 Smith Lane
Wayne, NJ 07470-5354
Attention: Emil S. Nashed

www.towardthemark.org
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"The truth shall make you free”
BRIEF NOTES ON JOB

Part 1

Have you considered God’s servant Job? He looked nye
good on the outside. What of the insideTwice the Lord put
this question to Satan. In both, Satan sought &tbrow Job.
Our purpose is the reverse, to build us up andidiam.

Job is the oldest book in the Bible. There is no mé&on of
the law, therefore written before the time of Mosesmention
of the Almighty, therefore at an earlier time. Why is it
important to see the early date? For the simpleblessed
reason, the Lord wants us to learn two lessons.

The first lessonto learn is that God has the victory over
DEATH (Read Job 19:25-27). “I know that my Redeemer
liveth, and that He shall stand at the latter dpgruthe earth;
and though after my skin worms destroy my body, igeiny
flesh I shall see God, whom | shall see for mysaitj my eyes
shall behold.
Job wanted everybody to know it. (vs.23-24).

a. Written in a book, printed

b. Not a book only, but given on a rock

c. Lead engraved

d. Forever!

A simple clear message, about 4,000 years agoo@se there
are other witnesses, Hosea 13:14:

O death, I will be thy plagues
O grave, | will be thy destruction

And above all, our beloved Lord, after three dayshie grave,
arose from the dead, and the Holy Ghost sent down o
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Pentecost bears Divine testimony to the truth,@rdounds all
opposition to the present day.

The second lessoof Job is confirmed in the epistle of James
chapter 1:2. James is said to be the first epstiet to the
Christian Church . This again is clear and plaMy“brethren
count it all joy when you fall into divers temptats” The
message however is beautifully softened in chaptet. “The
Lord is very pitiful polysplanchngsand of tender mercy”. In
all our temptationget us never forget (none of us) have ever
suffered like Jesus — “ever near to warm and cheer” “I
have Christ what want | more?”

Job has three friends. They are worth noticing. Misrable
comforts are ye all, physicians of no value (16:213:4).
Eliphas (4:8) tells of what he has seen. Bildad @ of what

he has heard. Zophar (11:6) thinks he has the setseof
wisdom. Doubtless they all had a good opinion of themselve
as Job says: “Doubtless ye are the people and misthall die
with you”(12:2). Let us put them along side Godis\psion —
Jer. 9:23-24, quoted in 1 Cor. 1:29-30 — wisdomobelysight,
history or man’s imagination.

Part 2

In Job 32, when these three men had ceased to answa
new character is introduced. A young man who wisely
waited till the old men had ended. But he could remin
silent no more. Job was not just in justifying himsekElihu
speaks of God’s dealings with mankind. He often hado
chasten (Job 33:4-22), but if there is an interprer, one
among 1,000 he can show God’s graciousnessa gospel
preacher delivered him from going down in the pit have
found a ransom! These things worketh God twice - thrice — to
bring back from the pit. Heart warming - the ligttthe living!
Little wonder that gospel preachers find much tooemage in
reading this section of Job — but | hasten on.... Kawderful



are God’s ways! How wonderful are the results. ilolieaven
and earth also.

Part 3

After conversion we are put into the School of GodThe
Lord tests us by a series of questions, who teacheas He?
Let us look at a few of the questions.

Job 36:26: God is great neither can the numberisf H
years be searched out;

36:29: Can any understand the spreading of thedslou
or the crashing of His pavilion?

36: 32: He commandeth where the lightning is tikestr
37:5 He thundereth marvelously, doing great things
which we cannot comprehend;

37: 12: The clouds do whatever He commandeth,

37: 13:lt (the clouds) is a rod, or for his land, io
mercy

37:14: Job stand still, and discern the wondrous works
of God!

37: 21: Men see not the light as it gleameth!

37: 22: With God is terrible majesty;

37:23: The Almighty, we cannot find him out; exeel

in power, and in judgment, and in abundance ofgest
He doth not afflict.

37: 24: Men do therefore fear Him; He respecteth no
any that are wise of heart

Then in chapters 38-40 Jehovah answers Job directly a
series of questions, please review each sectiontaatlthem
for yourself:

Job 38:1-11
38:12-15:
38:16-18:
38:19-21:
38:22-30:

38:31-38:
38:39-41:
Total: questions

In chapter 39 The Lord uses various animals andsbfor
teaching and | would ask you to list them and olesethe
wisdom of God in creation

39:1-4:

39:5-8

39:9-12

39:13-18

39:19-23

39:26-30

Total: different animals

Chapters 40:1-2 Will Job contend with the Almighty

40:3: Job answers Jehovah and said;

40:4: Behold | am nought, what shall | answer thee?
40:5: Once | have spoken and | will not answer yea,
twice, but | will not answer;

Job has been brought to realize himself.

Chapter 40:6-7 Jehovah answered daobof the whirlwind and

said, “Gird up thy loins like a man and inform thidie.”

40:8-24: Answer Me!

40:15: See now this behemoth. Who is he?
41:1: Leviathan, who is he?

Obviously 2 animals to be feared!

41:6: Remember the battle — do nho more
41:25: The mighty are afraid

Chapter 42 Job answers Jehovah
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- 42:2: 1 know that thou canst do everything

- 42:3: 1 have uttered what | do not understand ghitoo
wonderful, which | knew not

- 42:5: 1 have heard of Thee by the hearing of thelas
now mine eye seeth thee

- 42:6: Wherefore | abhor myself and repent in dust a
ashes!

This is the grand objective to which Jehovah has wked
and still works, to bring men to the knowledge of lte
greatness and glory of Himself. And so:

1. He prays for his friends, who bring their offerings;

2. Jehovah gave Job twice as much as he had befores hi
daughters, whom he never lost (1:19), excelled in
beauty and Job gives them inheritance;

3. Job lived to a good old age and saw his sons anceth
sons — 4 generations;

4. Job dies, old and full of days!

A grand conclusion for all who give attention to tle story of
Job!

D.W. Paterson

SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES!

1. Who said “Be sure your sin will find you out”?

2. What book in the Bible mention”apples of gold”?
3. What Asian city was the home of Lydia?

MEAT
"Sanctify them by the truth”
THE WORD

That the blessed God, Eternal, Majestic in glory ad power,
should deignto speak to men is at once most blessed and
withal challenging in its character. Blessed indeed sindyy it
we have been introduced into a sphere of unspeakabjoy —
“Being born again...by the Word of God, which livethand
abideth forever” (1 Peter. 1:23). The precious giftof faith,
the principle upon which “the just shall live” (Gal. 3:11);
that by which, among other things,the believer is “justified”
(Rom. 5:2); is sanctified (Acts 26:18); has powerotvercome
the world (1 Jn. 5:4); wisdom to discern the hahthe Creator
(Heb. 11:3); comes to us by the medium of that ssvieed —
“Faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the WordGaid”
(Rom. 10:17)The Word of God is the spiritual sustenance of
the believer — “Man shall not live by bread aloneput by
every Word of God” (Luke 4:4). What purity of motive and
conduct would thus ensue, for “every Word of God ipure!”

As we are helped in our appreciation of these aheérolike
precious truths may we more readily face the chg#eof the
Scripture — “For the Word of God is quick and polwerand
sharper than any two edged sword, piercing evenetalividing
asunder of soul and spirit...a discerner of the thtsigand
intents of the heart” (Heb. 4:12).

The present dispensation is greatly favored by thaniquely
precious way in which the Word of God has reached s+
God...hath in these last days spoken unto us by &S Geb.
1:1,2). Another translation sayspoken to us in Son.” “It is
God Himself who speaks, not by another; not as thEather
nor in the Person of the Father; not merely by theHoly
Spirit, but as Himself a divine Person, and that Pson is the
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Son” (J.N. Darby). The first few verses of John chapter 1 make
it perfectly cleathat the One through whom God has spoken
bears the title of “the Word,” and that as such Heeternally
was—“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word wath w
God, and the Word was God.” We do well to bow ioration
and worship before the glorious greatness of tlesdeld One
through whom the communications of God have reaaksd
Listen to His words in John 17:24—"Father...Thou ldseMe
before the foundation of the world.”Every such
communication carries the authority and majesty ofeternity
itself and reveals the love of One who dwelt eterifig in the
bosom of divine affections. We quote again... It is He
revelation of the eternal Logos before all creation.exists.
The language of the gospel is as plain as possibéad, like
the sword of paradise, turns every way, in opposibn to the
thoughts and reasonings of men, to defend the divity and
personality of the Son of God” (Synopsis on John 1)lhe
foregoing is stressed because unless we are hdipethe
Spirit's power, to appreciate more fully the persloglory and
greatness of the Son, we shall be slow to accepttithority
and value the blessing contained in the word Hengonicates.

Referring again to the verse in Hebrews chapténdre can be
no suggestion of weakening in any way the previgtsrances
of the blessed God who “spake in times past uredathers by
the prophets.” The Lord Jesus puts a most predonstruction
on such communications when speaking to two ofdwis, “He
expounded unto them in all the Scriptures the thicmncerning
Himself” (Luke 24:27).In Matthew 5:18 we have again His
own words that He came to fulfill the prophetic word—not
“one jot or tittle” of which should fail. The words are the
smallest characters in the Hebrew and Greek languas—
one of them being merely a tiny point used for
distinguishing between one letter and another. Thuswve
have the Lord’s own word that not one iota of divire
speaking will be set aside.

Scripture references to the Word of God are maruy\aaried,
and in their entirety quite beyond the scope of fhper. We
can but call attention to a very fewVithout question the
Word of God is able to meet every problem—physical,
moral or spiritual. In Proverbs 30:5 we read— “Every word of
God is pure”; and in Psalm 119:140—“Thy word is yer
(exceeding) pure.What a resource in this world of impurity
and evil! “Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse Isi way?
By taking heed thereto according to Thy Word” (Ps.119:9).
(With but two or three exceptions every verse in tis Psalm
of 176 verses refers in some way to the importancé God'’s
Word for His people.) John in his first epistle spaks of the
young men as strong and able to overcome the wickeme—
the Word of God having an abiding place with them.Truly
victorious living; do we not see the perfect expres of this in
our blessed Lord when tempted of the devil in tildemess? It
is by this same word that we are “sanctified’—gsdrafrom all
that is inconsistent with the truth (In. 17:17);ist by the
“washing of the water by the Word,” under the dkllhand of
Christ, that believers are sanctified and cleamnsdxe presented
eventually “without spot” (Eph. 5)Beloved, as He, our
precious Lord, left the scene “without spot” (Heb.9:14)—
(ever intrinsically thus) so shall we, through theactivities of
His ceaseless love, be presented to Himself “withiospot.”

It is the “Word of Truth,” and as such bears the inpress of
the whole Godhead.God is spoken of as the “God of Truth”
(Isa. 65:16); the Lord Jesus speaks of Himsel—f @&he
Truth”; and John in both gospel and epistles retiethe “Spirit
of Truth” It is the truth of God’s Word which sets us free
from all the deceit and untruth of a world which lies in the
lap of the devil—he who is a liar from the onsetTo be found
walking in the truth is a source of positive joy tttose who
would minister the word of God to His people (2 &idbhn).

It is “the word of the gospel” in which is embodi&be word of
salvation,” “the word of God's grace,” the “word of
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reconciliation”; of “righteousness” and of “pow&m short, in
God’s precious word we see the full and complete velation

of His eternal purpose, the disclosure of His hearof love
and the manifestation of the resources which are aHis
disposal for the meeting of His creatures’ every resl. From
it, as the“word of life” there issues forth a stream of eternal
refreshment which gladdens the hearts of belieagithey tread
the arid and desolate wastes of a scene robbedl iyaand
contentment by the inroads of sin, and where efl linder the
gloom of death. It isthe word of promise,” every whit of
which shall certainly come to pass. “For ever, @d,ahy word
is settled in heaven” (Ps. 119:89). All is securethe true “ark
of the testimony” — “For all the promises of God Him are
yea, and in Him, Amen.” In the increasing moral apditual
darkness of the present day we have in God’s HotydWa
more sure word of prophecy...a light that shinethairdark
place, until the day dawn, and the day star ari8&i’s ability
to produce more and more powerful methods for destm
should cause us as believers to move soberly asyeigully
before our God, but we have no cause for unceytaster tells
us in his second letter that the heavens and tttle, @ghich are
now, by the same word (of God), kept in store,
reserved..."against the Day of JudgmentNothing can
advance or retard the set word of GodBut before that day
we listen with unbounded joy to Paul's letter toeth
Thessalonian Christians as he detdily the Word of the
Lord” the precious truth of the quickly coming momentewh
the sleeping and living saints will be caught up.meet the
Lord in the air” (1 Th. 4). How apt in this conniect is the
“word of My patience” (Rev. 3:10).

Finally, we note the expressioth& word (logos) of the cross”
(1 Cor. 1:18). In the “word of the cross” God haeb pleased
to reveal His mind in relation to the wisdom andigrof man—
and in that cross has set him, as such, complettle. But,
thank God, another blessed man, God's Christ, hesn b
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revealed.One in whom “wisdom, and righteousness, and
sanctification, and redemption” are made availableto the
believer. It is in Him that the testimony of God iscentered;
He as the eternal living Word can alone, through th Spirit
of God, make the written word fully effective in ou hearts,
and we are exhorted (Col. 3:16) to “let the word ofChrist
dwell in us (you) richly in all wisdom.” The remainder of the
verse is rich in its potentiality!

The political and nominal religious circles of twerld have but
little appreciation of the Word of God. Luke 3:1sBow that,
while God is fully cognizant of their position akefritory, His
word is expressly given to a man outside of thel-abhn
Baptist in the wilderness.

There is a remarkable express in Psalm 138:2, “thohast
magnified Thy word above all Thy Name.” Is there sme
explanation of this in verses 4 and 5? “All the kigs of the
earth shall praise thee, O LORD, when they hear thevords
of Thy mouth?” Will not the glory of the LORD (v.5) be
enhanced in the eyes of the great ones of the eardls His
word reaches their hearts and minds? “Though the L&D
be high, yet hath He respect to the lowly.” Is nothis the
testimony of how He is reaching out through His Wad to
those ready to receive it? Of one blessed fact warc be
certain—Christ, the Eternal Word, will put His impr ess in
the day to come upon every feature of the Word of &;
creation will reflect His greatness; myriads will ke
conformed to His likeness; and all will speak forthHis
worth and glory.

F.A. Hughes
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Exercise
"Exercise thyself unto piety”

The “Narrow Way” begins at the “Strait Gate” (Mt13-14).
The Greek word here for “narrow” is thlibo, meaning
“compressed.” It is also translated “afflicted” (2 Cor. 1:6);
“suffer tribulation” (1 Th. 3:4); “troubled” (2 Cor . 7:5). The
Greek word thlipsis (formed from thlibo) is used over and
over again to describe the normal path of the Chrisan
through this world. For instance, in John 16:33, “In the world
ye shall have tribulation,” we hawklipsisused. In Romans 5:3,
“We glory in tribulation,” we find this word agairin 2 Cor.
4:17, “Our light affliction,” it is the same. Ancdhé examples
might be greatly multiplied. The Bible makes it ustakably
clear that the “Narrow Way” is a way of tribulation

We must remember that the word “strait” in the esgion “the
strait gate,” is an entirely different word in Eisgll to “straight.”
We speak of a “straight line”; but a “strait gate” means a
“narrow gate.” The Greek word is a “stenos’ gate. It is used
three times in the New Testament, and always means
“narrow.” From this wordstenosanother word is formed,

stenochoreo.This word is used seven times in the New

Testament, including the noun formed from it. IrfC@r. 6:12
we read: “Ye are not straitened in us, but ye &nr@tened in
your own bowels.” In Romans 8:35; “Shall...distress?’
Cor.6:4, “in necessities, in distresses”; 2 Cor..102 “in
distresses for Christ's sakeéSb we see that the “Strait Gate”
by which we enter the “Narrow Way” is one that brings us
distress and pressure. That is the proper, normal gth for
the Christian in this world. “All that will live godly in Christ
Jesus shall suffer persecution” (2 Tim. 3:12). Thue may
seek to reign as kings down here, and dwell in ‘ceiled
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houses”; but that is not the path marked out byMaster for
His servants.

And what is the “Last Lap” of this “Narrow Way?” It leads
us to “The Street of the City,” the Heavenly Jeruskem (Rev.
21:21; 22:22). The word for “Street” here is plateia or
platus. It means “Broad” or “wide,” and is the word used for
“Wide is the gate” in Matthew 7:13NVe walk the “Narrow
Way” down here; but when we get Home, we find thait led
to the “Broad Street,” paved with gold where the “Many
Mansions” are. And then we will find it was no naiké when
the Apostle said thabur light thlipsis, our light affliction,
which is but for a moment (that is the length of tle Narrow
Way compared to the length of the Broad Street aba)
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal wght of
Glory (2 Cor. 4:17).

And what is the “Last Lap” of the “Broad Way” that is
entered through the “Wide Gate” that leadeth to
destruction? Romans 2:9 gives us the answer, “Tridation
and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth eyibf the
Jew first, and also of the Gentile.” “Tribulatiohére isthlipsis
And “Anguish” here istenochoriathe very words we have just
seen that mark the path of the Christian throughwviorld!

The Christian starts with the “Strait Gate” and the
“Narrow Way” that tell of Tribulation and Anguish, but
they are “but for a moment,” and he ends in the “Bioad
Street” and the Many Mansions, for Eternity.

The Unbelievers starts with the “Wide Gate” and the
“Broad Way” that perhaps tell of ease and luxury; kut they

end in thlipsis and stenochoria—Tribulation and Anguish—

for Eternity!

“Choose Ye Today!”
G.C.W.
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Rest
"Shall I not seek rest for thee, that it may be well with thee?”

“OUR FATHER KNOWETH”

It is a great thing to trust God daily and hourly; not
thinking we can provide for ourselves and secure oselves
against the power of evil, but to trust God thorougply. And
what is the measure of the supply? Nothing short ofHis
riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” He must glorify Himself
even in the falling of a sparrow—for there is nathigreat and
nothing small with God. He thinks of what His lowél glorify
itself in.

“My God shall supply all your need!” How could Paul tell
that?He knew Him. Not that he had not been in a condition of
want, but he had felt the preciousness of beingimity God.
Things may look very dark, but we have always fotimat, if

He led us by the wilderness where there was no wateHe
brought water out of the stony rock for us there.He always
exercises faith, but He always meets itThe coats of the
Israelites did not grow old for forty years.

“My God shall supply all your need.” He (Paul) wemsunting
on blessing for other§Vhat a comfort! Instead of walking by
sight to be walking through this world in the blessd
consciousness of what God is for oneself, and so &lale to
count on Him for others. We find ourselves almost dreading to
press a person into the path of faith, but we showlt dread,
but count on grace for therRaith is always triumphant. The
Lord give us to count on Him always and we shall tn say,

“I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me”
(Phil. 4)

JND
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“MY GOD SHALL SUPPLY ALL YOUR NEED!”

Paul does not say:

God shall supply your need.

Nor—God shall supply my need.

Nor—My God shall supply my need.

Nor—Your God shall supply my need.

Nor—Your God shall supply your need.

Nor—My God shall supply your need.

But—My God shall supply all your need! And that
“according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”

How could Paul know that? Because he knew God. Henegw
that, above the prison at Rome and the poverty athlippi,
there was His God, who not only possessed richesglory,
but who would also supply them to His suffering chdren by
Christ Jesus. What a God! How well worth knowing!

JWS

1. Moses (Numbers 32:23)
2. Proverbs (25:11)
3. Thyatira (Acts 16:14)
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THE RESTRAINTS OF DIVINE LOVE.

Luke 2:7, John 18:12, John 20:25

There are two references in the Old Testament to a
sacrificial victim being bound: in Genesis 22:9 Abaham is
said to have “bound Isaac his son,” and in Psalm B127
“bind the sacrifice with cords.” These words seema bring
before us the power of divine love that would neveturn
aside from carrying out what that same Ilove had
determined. When the Lord Jesus said, “Father savene
from this hour” He then referred to the divine cause that
had brought Him to this hour.

In the above mentioned scriptures there are thramgg that,
humanly speaking, held the Lord Jesus. As to Hislleéad
glory, nothing could hold Him in as He is omnipdtebut
divine love had planned a pathway that had to bdden that
would end in the death of the cross.

Having laid aside His glory, or emptied Himselftbé exterior
display of His glory and having taken His place agsi men,
He accepted the restrictions of humanityn order to bring the
grace of God that had come into this world in Hesspn to
such as you and I. In order to become our higrsp(aecording
to Hebrews 2:14Me took part in that condition that was our

natural lot, but apart from sin, in order that He might
experience all the conditions that manhood inval&o when
He was born perfectly naturally of a woman, He Waisapped

in swaddling clothes, and laid in a manger.” Thesathing

bands showed that He was truly a little child aeéded to be
kept warm and protected just as any newly born babyld

need, but it speaks so much more. He was even‘@muoh over

all” but had come right where we were in orderitous up to

where He is eternally.
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He had stooped into a place of dependenead, during His
pathway for thirty years, He never once departed fom that

place. We read as to His youth that He was subject to His

parents (Luke 2:51). At the banks of the Jordathebeginning
of His public ministry He went under the watersbhaiptism to

take His place with a repentant remnant of Isragld the

heavens were opened and the Father's voice decldied
delight in that perfect pathway of thirty yearsimglead of the
Spirit through the wilderness and for forty daysngetempted

of Satan, He never departed from dependence onksodould

have turned stone into bread, but you and | caridetcould

have cast Himself down from the temple without &aym to

Himself, but that would not have been natural toxntée could

have taken the kingdoms of this world from the hah&atan,

as many men since then have tried to do, but thatrvat an act
of dependence upon Go@n every temptation He only used
what is available to us, the word of God.

During His pathway He walked on the sea; He commareti
the wind and stilled waves; and He healed the sickhe lame
and the blind; but every miraculous act was for thebenefit
of others, never for Himself. He hungered, He was weary,
He wept. He felt compassion and sorrow, and at thend of
His sinless life, endured pain and abuse. When oftd
something to ease the physical pain of crucifixionHe
refused it, because divine love had planned a pattay that
would plumb the depths into which sin had brought s.
Only thus could the power of God’'s love be seen tbe
greater than all that sin had brought into this word.

Jeffrey C. Brett
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QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

Q. What is meant by “the things above” in Col 3:2 “getr affection on
things above”? S.A.

A, Dear saint,

Before | suggest what those things are, allow meajothat there two things
that the saints are exhorted to do:

« Seeking—which is a matter of exercise of heart to go aftem (vs. 1)
« Setting the thoughts of your mind upon them to ireghem (vs. 2)

In Colossians 3 the word “above” is mentioned thiigees in the English
language (vv. 1,2,14). In the original the lastseeis different than the first
two. “And’ (vv. 1,2) is mentioned only a few times in theviN&estament
and it carries the thought of a higher place athéoorigin of thingsAnois
used in John 8:23 about the Lord Jesus: “I am fabove.”

With this in mind, what are the things that hawveirtlorigin in heaven where
the Christ is sitting? Although there are manydsiin the New Testament
we could mention, it is sufficient to bring a fefitbem in light of the
Colossian epistle:
1. Hope laid up for you in heaven (1: 5), and that isonnected with
the inheritance mentioned in vs. 12, 3:24 also reddPet. 1:4.
How good for us to be occupied with an heavenly feritance,
not an earthly.
2. Wisdom (one might also consider knowledge and
understanding) is mentioned six times in this epil, so it is of
great value to at least consider 3:16, also read dees 3:17
“Wisdom that is from above.” Wisdom will teach us fow to
apply and enjoy heavenly things in an earthly envisnment.
3. Peace of God (3:15). As the apostle is contrastiktpaven and
earth, the Peace of God is to rule or preside sodahthe mind
and heart can rest firmly in the God of every gooand perfect
gift in a scene of instability on earth.

Much more could be said, but | trust that the sawbuld dig deeper for
these things and enjoy what the Spirit of God w¥diefore each one of us.
Much love in Christ,

JA
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PART 2

A holy Father's constant care

Keeps watch, with an unwearying eye,
To see what fruits His children bear,
Fruits that may suit their calling high;

Takes ever knowledge of our state -
What dims communion with His love,
Might check our growth or separate
Our hearts from what's revealed above.

Oh, wondrous Love, that ne'er forgets
The object of its tender care;

May chasten still, while sin besets,

To warn and guard them where they are;

But ne'er forgets, but feeds them still
With tokens of His tender love;

Will keep till, freed from every ill,
They find their rest with Him above.

Oh, wondrous, infinite, divine!

Keep near, my soul, to that blest place,
Where all those heavenly glories shine
Which suit the brightness of His face.

Oh, lowliness, how feebly known,

That meets the grace that gave the Son!
That waits, to serve Him as His own,

Till grace what grace began shall crown!
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JESUS DIED FOR

» Good people, because they are too unclean to stand
before a holy God (Isaiah:64:6; Leviticus 19:2);

* Religious people, because they need the true
righteousness from God (Philippians 3:9);

» Wise people, because they are foolishly heading for
Hellfire (Proverbs 14:12; Matthew 7:13-14);

» Spiritually dead people, because they are busydiin
sin (Ephesians 2:1-10);

* Nice people, because they fall short of God’s glory
(Romans 3:23);

» Lost people, because they try to find their way to
Heaven (Luke 19:10; John 14:6; Acts 4:12);

And For

« YOU, because He loves you so much, whoever you are
(John 3:16).

“Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.”
1Timothy 1:15.

Do not keep trying to reach God in your own way,

for it will lead you nowhere. In faith take that gep

and receive Jesus into your heart by faith.
“If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jests, and
shalt believe in thine heart, that God hath raisedHim from
the dead, thou shalt be SAVED” (Romans. 10:9)



