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October, 2006
Dear Reader,

“Watch unto prayer” (1 Peter 4:7)

This is one of the greatest needs in the Christiag'life: the need to
live in the spirit and habit of prayer. It is the lack of prayer that lies
at the root of all our trouble, and there is no renedy but in prayer.

The spirit of worldliness and spiritual and moral laxity will never be
broken until prayer is restored in its true place n the individual

believer’s life.

“Seek, and ye shall find,” what could be simpleartithat? And yet the
Scripture speaks of it as toil and labor. Prayenaleds earnestness of
mind and heariThe Lord Jesus as the perfect man is our greatgeam
when in prayer, we read of real labor and agonysameht of blood. All
who follow His example find that prayer is a reatbdr and travail. The
command to watch is linked with the command to peayd prayer is
regulated by the exercise of watching. Prayeresatly means by which
we can prevail in spiritual things. A prayerfulifs simple, but not easy.
The devil dreads nothing as prayer; he would do whait takes to
hinder Christians from praying, either by attack or by keeping us
busy in so many activities that we have no time foprayer. He does
not fear our prayerless studies and prayerless seie, but he
trembles when we pray Prayers express dependency on God; it is when
we pray that He opens our eyes, and that we segsthin His light. He
touches our hearts and we feel as He feels. Thediefce to His will
becomes delight to us; joy, victory, and the swessrof rest is our portion.

May the Lord use this issue of Toward the Mark étptyou grow and be
established as you read it.

Thank you for your e-mails and notes of encouraggme
Please keep us in your prayers.
Yours in our soon-coming Lord,
Enit S Wasked

Please send your questions and comments to:
Toward The Mark
c/o Wayne Christian Assembly
60 Smith Lane
Wayne, New Jersey 07470-5354
Attention: Emil S. Nashed

www.towardthemark.org
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"The truth shall make you free”

SPEAKING IN TONGUES

A young Christian told me that he was talking te @ his
Christian classmates who told him that he heardebery
Christian needed to be blessed with the secondibfgand to
be able to speak in tongues. | was not surprisetkioow that
this topic is often talked about among young anldobelievers
alike. I then told him that thBible teaches us that every true
Christian “is blessed with every blessing in the revenly
places in Christ Jesus” the moment the person accegthe
Lord Jesus Christ as his or her personal Savigras found in
the epistle to the Ephesians chapter one. Thaterrgave him
a clear understanding about the matter of blessiaigo told
him that | would like to examine the matter of dqeg in
tongues with him prayerfully in the light of the Vdoof God
and to search the Scriptures to see if these thiregso.
“Great” said my friend for | have a lot of questionsfor you.
So, let us begin.

It is obvious that the Corinthians, in chapter 7tbé first
Epistle, were writing to the apostle Paul aboutaierthings
which were going on in their local assembly. Theyl lsome
difficulties, to say the least. So we find that ptess 12-14 in
this Epistle form distinct sections to deal witle tuestions they
sent to the apostle Paul, among thitwe matter of “speaking
in tongues” in their local assembly.Therefore, when these
guestions come up at the present time, we shoutdbeo
surprised that we already have the answers thagiraxeded by
the Word of God.

We are told that the epistle to the Corinthians waswritten
about the year 59 A.D., when the Church of God waat its
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beginning. These questions are being asked again, and the

answers the Spirit of God gave then to addressmaier are
still valid today. Let us therefore take a looklegse chapters.

In chapter 12, we learn that the Spirit of God give the gifts
to every believer in the Lord Jesus, those who amembers
of the body and He gives to each member according His
sovereign will.

Chapter 13, the chapter that speaks of love, almosteems
like a parenthesis between chapters 12 and 14. Ihapter

12, we have the giving of the gifts to the memberdn

chapter 14, we have these gifts in operation in thessembly
and how they are used. However, chapter 13 shows tise
way in which those gifts ought to operate. This ways the
more excellent way, the way of love.

Unless the use of gifts given by God is motivatgdhe love of
God in our hearts and love to His people in thisldvahen the
gifts may be operated by self-centered interestiserathan
Christ-centered interest®/e should learn from chapter 14
that every member of the body of Christ should berfé
from these gifts.

Are you a Charismatic?

We often hear today of the charismatic movemédntis
interesting that the word charisma means “a gift ofgrace.”
In one sense every child of God is charismathecause we
read in Romans 6:23 that “the wages of sin is deathut the
gift (charisma) of God is eternal life.” Therefore, each one
that believes receives the “charisma,” which is eteal life.
The word is translated as gift in 1 Cor.12 (“Interesting” he
said!)

Why did the believers speak in tongues book of Acts

Speaking in tongues, as we see in the book of Actsas
speaking in known languages (Acts 2:6-11)}hat were
unknown to the speakers but clear and understoodhby
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hearers. The great Bible teacher J.N. Darby, incbitected
writings (Vol. 6), wrote that these known languagesken by
those Jews were a miraculous aid for this occasamg

definitely appropriate for the establishment of i€fnity in

this world by the means of oral speakiikte goes on to state
that Christianity was rooted in the world by the means of

oral speaking. He further writes that it was estalished by

the means of speaking in tongues.

Is there any mention of speaking in tongues in tEpistles?

It is good for us to note that this matter of speghn tongues is
only mentioned in the first Epistle to the Coriiig (one of the
early letters the apostle wrote) and that thishis ¢nly place
where the matter is taken up in any detail. Ingbeond Epistle,
the prison Epistle, there is no reference to it.

| wonder why? Is it because that after a few yearghe
practice simply came to an end? Let us examine thidosely!
| said to my friend, “Shall we"?

The apostle goes on to say if there is prophecshail fail; if
there are tongues, they shall cease; if thereasvl@tdge, it shall
vanish awaylf we look at this verse closely, we will notice
that the words used for both prophecy and knowledge‘it
shall fail” and “it shall vanish away,” are the sane words in
Greek. The meaning behind this word is that somebody
something else had come in order that this thing lvei done
away with. Now prophecy in itself and in its origirform was
that which God gave first in New Testament timescesning
the revealing of His mind and His will while theldB was not
yet complete. Knowledge in relation to revealing Ifhind and
His will could not fully be known until the writteWord of God
was completedBut now, all that can be known of our God is
known in the Word of God under the leading, the guding,
and the instruction of the Holy Spirit.

“So what about tongues?”said my friend!
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The interesting thing is that the word “cease” tihas used to
describe what will happen to tongues is a diffengotd than
that used for prophecy and knowledgeéhe word “cease”
means that tongues will come to an end of themses/g/then
they have accomplished the purpose for which they ave
intended. Now when we look at Acts 2, we find that the
speaking in tongues by the disciples was used &éytwer of
the Sprit of God to unfold and to establish thehtrof God
concerning His church in this worl@Vhat the apostle Paul
was saying was that tongues would cease of them&swhen
they fulfilled their purpose and the full revelation of God
was completeand when the apostles themselves, toward the
end of the first century, were no longer living. riShanity
became an established entity here in the worldthadwhich
was needed to get it established in this world wadonger
neededThe Spirit of God carefully uses this specific wordo
indicate that the speaking in tongues will come tan end (as
they have).lt is instructive also to note in the followingreses
that He said, “we know in part, we prophecy in gaout He
does not say we speak in tongues in pere tongues are left
out, because tongues came to an end by themselvédtera
they served their purpose.“But when that which is perfect
shall come,” is referring to the complete reveal¢ard of God,
the Holy Bible, and all that we need as we go othia life’s
journey we find in the Word of God.

In the following verse, he described the churciCorinth as in
its childhood; they spoke as children and they gmbuas
children. However, as the church grew and matunety$ that
were normal for children would not be suitable foature
persons. The Corinthians were acting like childndro like to
show off.

“How about the tongues of angels?dsked my friend!

In 1 Corinthians chapter 13, the apostle writes thhe could
speak in tongues, not only in every known languageeven in
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the tongues of angels if there is such a thihy, the way,
every time you read in the Bible of angels speakinghey
spoke in languages that man could understandjut did not
have love, he was nothing more than a clanging eymb

Can | speak to God in tongues?

It is very clear that most of the activity in chaptl4 is
manward Only in verses 14-17 are activities Godward.

The rest, as we said, are activities of the sahtSod for the
people of God. But in verse two we have a man gguke in
tongues, not unto man, but unto God. It seems I da
language that was unknown to the listeners. Leappy the
test of Acts 2 to see if it was correct for thismta speak in
tongues. It must be a language that could be utubetrsif not
by others, at least it must be understood by thrsopethat
speaks other wise he can not edify himself (ve)ysBut in this
verse the only one that understood was GodVhy speak to
God in tongues, for God knows all the languageg®hat made
sense said my friend) Again, we learn from Actshattin
speaking in tongues they brought a message from Gadd
man, but this man in verse two was doing the reveesHe
was speaking in tongues to bring a message from mémGod.

What does it mean to prophecy?

The apostle said to them in verse 5 to, “Follovealbve and to
desire spiritual gifts, but | rather that ye mappiresy.” Now
what is prophecy? Prophecy brings the soul intgtiesence of
God.Prophecy is not only telling the future foretelling) but
as we see in the New Testament, it idofthtelling) or
declaring the mind of God to His people in the presnt
moment. You may notice that in this chapter there are alver
of contrasts between prophesying and speaking mgyutes.
Prophesying is mentioned 14 times; speaking in uesgl6
times. The main thing that the apostle is conatraegout in

writing this chapter is the edifying of the sainispuilding them
up in the things of God.

So what should a person that can speak in a knowanguage that
is not known by those around him in the local chura do?

As we see there are a few contrasts we see inctiapter
between prophesying and speaking in tongues. “Ha th
speaketh in tongues speaketh to God and not to’ imaxerse
3, however, he that prophecies speak to man soallget the
gain, and the result of speaking the Word of Goldmguages is
that the hearer understands. They will obtain edglifon,
exhortation, and comfort. So, by edification thentsaare built
up; by exhortation they are stirred up and by contiicey are
bound up. In verse 2 it seems that the person wasspeaking
in tongues was not interpreting, therefore theiSpfrGod put
some regulations in regard to this matter so owdeuld be
maintained and not confusiomherefore, unless some one is
present to translate the person who is speaking ithis way,
he should be silent in the churci{compare vv. 3, 13, 27).

For what shall they profit from your speaking if they don’t
understand it?

It is also clear that the apostle in this chapteralking to
believers, those who are gathered in an assembdy dartain
locality. So the apostle again underlined the matbé
understanding when he said, “If | come to you spepkn
tongues what shall | profit youThen he uses the illustration
of the trumpet to further emphasize the importance of
clarity and understanding, otherwise how could thdisteners
say “Amen” to the utterance if they did not undersand it.

The apostle, who apparently knew many languagés tisat he
would rather speak 5 words that others would undedsand
benefit from, than 10,000 words that no one couldeustand.

In that, | see that it is 2,000 times better to speak in a
language that the people of God understand than tepeak in
unknown tongues.So he tells them to grow up in verse 20 and
in chapter 13:11 and to stop being like immaturiéoén.



In verses 14-16 we see first that the person whospeaking,
praying, or singing in tongues must know what he isaying
otherwise he is speaking in tongues to gratify hinetf only,
since no one present can translate. That person ntusing
and pray with the Spirit and with understanding.

Another thing we learn from these verses is thatyipg,
singing, and speaking are normal functions thaehseen going
on in local assemblies since the beginning of theah.

“Did you know that Speaking in tongues is not foe believers
but it is a sign for the unbelievers?” | said to fngnd!

The apostle made clear in verse 22 that speakitghgues is a
sign for those who arenbelieversas he refers to Isaiah.28:11-
12. At Corinth, it is clear that speaking in tonguesswaking
place among the believers; but the Spirit of Godhswing
them that speaking in tongues is not for the beoéfelievers.
So let us apply the test of Acts 2 again. Doesapply? Yes,

it does. The word of God went out to unbelievers ah3,000
people were saved.

So, in conclusion, if any man thinks he is a prapivespiritual
let him see that this ishe commandment of the Lord It
carries not only apostolic authority but the supseathority of
the Lord.

E.S.N

1. What group of converts burned their books of magic?
2. Who was the first hunter named in the Bible?

3. Where were Joseph'’s bones finally buried?
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Meat
"Sanctify them by the truth”

THE DEVELOPMENT OF EVIL
“THE MYSTERY OF INIQUITY” 2 THESSALONIANS 2

We hardly need to be reminded that iniquity is at veork in
the universe, but we do need to face it since it haffected us
as well as the world around us. We may profit froma
consideration of its commencement, its developmerdnd its
end, as scripture refers to these matters, for our
encouragement, as those who have experienced itéeefs in
our own lives, andwho have seen desolation in the lives of
other men.

1. Sin was introduced into the universe by SatanThere should be
no doubt of this in our minds. The Lord Jesus séidim that he was
a murderer from the beginning, (or, the outset)] #rat he is a liar,
and the father of it; i.e. its source (Jn. 8:44)e Bpostle John writes;
“The devil sinneth from the beginning” (1 Jn. 3:B)iquity began its
awesome career of damage, destruction, and dedib person. It is
usually assumed that Satan was the highest crdadguy, the
passages in Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28 being thdogtefer to him. If
this is so, the outset of iniquity affirms that yesad truth that the
greatest privilege does not save from the mosstiisas fall. The two
passages referred to would put this angel at trek mé created
intelligences. Though some of the language is mgste or even
obscure, as we read it we have the impressionthimtis a word-
portrait of an immensely favored and supremelyiligent being. Yet
he sinned. We are left in no obscurity about tharatter of his
wrong-doing. Solomon lists seven things which tleed_hates, and
the first two are distinctly of Satan: “a proud koand a lying tongue”
(Pro. 6:17). In Isaiah 12, the person describdteard to say, “I will
ascend into heaven, | will exalt my throne abowedtars of God...|
will be like the Most High.” Such pride would be wal to lead to
trouble. The repeated assertion of his own will \{fill” is said 5
times) emphasizes the speaker’s determination tagown will and
not God’s. In the parallel passage in Ezekiel 28, see that the
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person written of there was also haughty in spaitd said, “I am

God; I sitin the seat of God.” He said so becduisdneart was “lifted

up” (v. 17). All combined to inflate his opinion bfmself and cause
him to sin so grievously before the Lord. The copsmce of such
self-exaltation was that he was cast down fromdilazy eminence to
which he had aspired (Isa. 14:15; Ezk. 28:8, 16, 1Rride goeth

before destruction, and a haughty spirit beforalld’ fs a truth which

Satan had not learned, but which we would do weetidtice (see Pro.
16:18).

2.1t seems certain that when the devil rebelled he dgged armies
of celestial beings with him in his fall (2 Pet. Z). We are given
scarcely any information about these rebel angelsf dheir revolt
against the authority of the Almighty Lord. Howevere are given
some details concerning the malevolent enemy of @od his
attempts to seduce men from allegiance to God.uktrhe assumed
that since he fell, irrecoverably, he determinedidcall in his power
to damage or destroy what God was working out. ddisiteness is
ungquestionable, and in his assault on the first, gheé weapon he
used was the very temptation which had brought abisuown ruin;
that is pride and ambition. He had wanted to b&ad, equal to the
Most High. He had said, “I will ascend.” He lied tlee woman and
suggested that if they ate of the fruit which therd. God had
prohibited they would become as gods; it will oyenr eyes to new
vistas, you will know good and evil. So she tookthod fruit and ate,
and she offered it to her husband and he alsofatetlous permitting
iniquity to gain an entrance into the human raega® and his armies
of evil spirits had been cast down; now Adam angl \kife, fallen
from their innocent estate, were driven out of Edleio the great
world to begin their struggle for existence agaihst forces of evil
ranged against them. But they were not left onrtbein; God had
provided a way of blessing even for them, which |Abek in faith,
and was eternally blessed.

3. Outside the protective seclusion of Eden, human éfbegan in a
sinful society. Means of having harmonious relations with God had
been provided; God had clothed our first parentk wbats of a skin
andit is clear that Abel knew of a means of approacha God by

an acceptable offering.However, very soon evil began to make its
presence felt among meralse worship, murder, robbery, violence
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and corruption filled the lives of men. The whole ange of man’s
ideas, the whole character of his ways, the whol@rte of his life
was filled with evil (Gen. 6:5). The pride of men s asserted in
that they did what they chose to do without referece to the will

of God (Gen. 6:2). The men were big in their own ght and stood

to their own reputation (Gen. 6:4).It was in days such as those that
Enoch walked with God. Very likely he trod a longigth, for the
mass of mankind, it seems, were bent on doing tveir will. In time
God swept away this society by a flood, with theeption of Noah
and his family.

4. In spite of the devastation of the world by the deige,
immediately afterwards evil began to spread rapidlyamong men.
Paul’s first chapter to the Romans may give us somiglea of the
kind of world it speedily became. Men were willful,immoral,
murderous and malignant. Every kind of iniquity was practiced
and, as Scripture says, it filled their lives ahditt thoughts. It was
evidently in this period that any pretence of pies abandoned and
idolatry was introduced; at any rate it is not namtd before the
flood. So God called Abraham out of the society of the datp be
His worshipper and to be a witness in an impious wid. But sin
soon came into the Hebrew society, and instead ofig nation
being a witness for God, the Lord’s name was evilpgken of
because of their wicked behaviorSo the nation was judged and
their territory reduced. The commonwealth was $pii two nations,
then one was deported and the remainder at adaterThis was
followed eventually by universal dispersionThe people who had
been lifted up so high were brought down in shame.

5. The descent of the Holy Spirit to baptize the beliers into one
body and to link them with their ascended Lord maybe thought
to guarantee the maintenance of right conditions ahpreserve the
church from any decline into evil. It has, howeverbeen remarked
that all the inspired writers of New Testament epides, with the
exception of James, affirm that there would be depture from
the truth and some write of the great iniquities wlich are to arise
during end times. So it is not surprising that notlong after the
formation of the earliest of the assemblies, evildgan to enter.The
history of the church, outwardly, had been a sugioasof failures
and disasters, of divisions and of wickedness. Rbeelation gives
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us, in chapters 2 and 3, a succinct account optbgress of evil, and
its final phase as developed in Laodicea is apgallihe assembly
has been so poor a witness that the Lord removeddHampstand
of the earliest of its phases, and the final assefgtof the seven is
SO nauseating to the Lord that He will spue it oubf His mouth. It
could be said, therefore, also of Laodicea, “Hottlaou fallen!”

6. Meanwhile iniquity goes on developing in the worldrecently at
such an alarming rate that even the godless are digyed by it.
We are aware of this and do not need to be remindedf it; it is
there before our eyes in all its boldnesslmpiety and impurity
abound in literature, in the press, in broadcastmgl in men’s lives
in general and the accelerating tide of evil grommace.The
presence of the church, even in its broken and fekbcondition,
represents a dam which holds back, to some degrethe rising
tide of iniquity. The Holy Spirit, though often grieved and quenched
indwells believers and dwells in the assembly. Wtenassembly is
ruptured and the Holy Spirit ceases to abide othgtre dam being
removed, iniquity unleashed will sweep the woilthe mystery of
iniquity which has been working secretly for so map centuries
will explode into open and violent activity and thecondition of the
world, bad though it is now, will be vastly more inquitous. Men
will openly blaspheme God, and a man will assume he honors
and demand human worship as though he were God. The
consequences of all this wickedness in the worldeaunthinkable.
The Lord Jesus will bring it all to a sudden end bythe glory of
His appearing, and evil with its iniquitous leaderswill be put
down.

7. The period following the suppression of evil will e one of
universal blessing. The Lord’'s kingdom will be inagurated, and
a thousand years of peace, prosperity and plenty iensue. It
may be imagined that this wonderful “Utopian” periwill effect a
change in man’s nature and that, at last, he wileHearnt the lessons
which so many generations failed to learn; thatviiesee that sin is
deadly, and that he will give it up. Nothing of tkied will happen.
At the end of the millennium, as we call it, the Lod will release
Satan from his prison and he, as malevolent as evewill insinuate
his evil lies into the thinking of the men of thattime, and once
more a multitude of men, untaught by the blessingsf a thousand
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years of divine rule, will rebel against the Lord ad will try, yet
again to shut the Creator out of His own creation ad will seek to
establish their own will. This outburst of iniquity will also, thanks
be to God, be subdued, and a final judgment sessiamill decide
the fate of all who have refused to submit to theule of God.
These will be committed to their final state and teir iniquity with

them, and all will be confined, eternally, in the ke of fire.

The blessed truth for us is that the Lord Jesus lbor sins in His
own body on the tree. The Lord “laid on Him theqinty of us all.”
We shall not have to answer eternally, in a placefdorment, for
our sins because He answered for them, on our behaht that
place of immeasurable suffering, Calvary.

J.Barnes

ANSWERS TO SCRIPTURES SEARCH!

1. The Ephesians (Acts 19:19)
2. Nimrod (Genesis 10:9)

3. At Shechem (Joshua 24:32)
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Exercise
"Exercise thyself unto piety”

Christian living

We would like with God’s help, to take up some of he
special dangers or besetting sins to which young @ktians
(and old ones as well) are liable, and respectinghich it
may helpful to see what scripture has to say. “To &
forewarned is to be forearmed,” and these papers ar
written in the earnest hope and prayer that they mg be
practically used in pointing out and guarding agairst some
of those sins and failings which so often ruin a wa
otherwise consistent, and bring reproach upon the ame of
Christ. It is by our action in small matters that the world
judges us—not by the amount of knowledge of scriptal
principles, but by our application of them in daily life

Part 4

Deceit and Lying

This is one of the special sins connected withttmgue, that
unruly member which no man can tame. Over and agam it

is emphatically forbidden and condemned by the Gbtuth

(Col. 3:9; 1 Pet. 3:10; Pro. 24:28; Pro. 12:22).etc

No Deceit in Christ

When Peter speaks of the life of the Lord Jesusnaexample
for us to copy, he emphatically points out thatdezeit was
found in His mouth. Those who are deceitful arerdfege

evidently most unlike Christ. As we write for thosdo are

professedly children of God, in looking at a fewamwples of
this fearful sin in Scripture, we will only takea$e where a
child of God, or at least, a professor, is concgrne

Lying Through Fear

13

We find in Gen. 18:15 Sarah telling a direct lieotigh fear.
How often is this the case, resulting from havirnel or said
something we are ashamed of. It may be a righgthire are
thus ashamed of Christ; or, it may be a wrong thamgl we are
ashamed of being found out. In either case a ijgs $tom our
lips ere we are aware. The radical cure for thrsoisto do what
we are ashamed of; or, if the thing is right, mobé ashamed of
what we do. If, however, we have slipped into Ehus not add
to it by another, but just as the lie is aboutdavie our lips, let
the thought, GOD HEARS ME, instantaneously arresAilie
to screen oneself is, perhaps, the most conteraptioid,
despised alike by Christians and men of the wathling thus
looked at it, let us resolutely avoid it, even e tsmallest
things, and never lend our tongues to such meagitdec

Lying for Our Own Advantage

The next instance is in Gen. 27:19, when Jacob tedlirect lie
for his own advantage—another despicable varietythi$
hydra-headed sin. Mark too, Jacob was a child af,@ad the
result is that through the next thirty years of lifes he suffered
from the consequences of his sin, by which too h&eagl
nothing, for God would have given him all in dumé. Have
any of my readers fallen victim to this sin? Makimaste to be
rich, or improve their position, or in selfish mags, told a lie?
If so, | am sure they have a suffered since; ardetban be no
real restorations until that lie is confessed mdy o God but to
man. Too often, alas, one lie leads to anothenna¥acob’s
cause; and once embarked on this fatal course, cahotell
what the end will be? O beloved reader, | pleadh wdu; never,
never allow yourself to tell a lie for your own adhtage. Think
for one moment what a horrible denial such a siofiall that
Jesus ever was or did.

Lying to Cover a Sin

Passing over several, we come to David, who wdsydwoth of
murder (1 Sam. 11) of the most fearful charactet @inlying,
by which he sought to cover up an awful sin, thenetaking it
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twice as bad. Oh, how often some previous sinéscuse of a
long course of deceit and lying. Beloved friendg, Us, above
all things, seek to be straight with God, with delfow men,
with ourselves and would we fall into sin, nevesyer, seek to
cover it up by another, still worse then the firAt.course of
deceit positively blights the souls, destroying sathplicity, all
joy, all communion. The result of these sins in id&/case was
a course of sufferings almost unparalleled in teewrerity, from
the hands of his own children. Let not us, theesfahink to
escape the all-searching eye of God.

Lying from Habit

We find in 1 Kings 13:18 a prophet of God lying anmost
wanton manner, without any apparent reason. We $ich
characters now, even among God's people—some who
apparently have no regard for the truth, and finebsier to tell
a lie than to avoid it. The only remedy when thegedse has so
developed is to go straight to God, and cry to Hamstrength
and daily watchfulness to overcome it. One suche chs
remember. | noticed that a person was almost alwisst, and
one day asked the cause. He said that he had beeliEted to
lying that he was determined now not to speaklat laé could
not speak the direct truth; and, therefore, heoseldpened his
lips, and always considered well before he spolee@™rooted
sins require some such radical measures.

Two Solemn Cases of Lying

In the New Testament the two solemn cases, ongird and

the other of deceit, in Peter and Ananais, startdabove all

others. Peter, forewarned by the Lord, yet strandnis own

strength, told three lies to save himself, actuabing the

length of denying the Savior while He was standdgnb

before His accusers. Such sins are, alas, not wrkegen now.
Many of us are ashamed of showing our colors, aheénw
suddenly asked an unexpected question, throughofestrame,
are betrayed into a lie, to the triumph of Satad tre grief of

our Lord. Let us watch earnestly against this; ahentrapped,
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let us follow Peter in his path of restorationislremarkable to
see that the very one who fell himself, is so plyeestored as
not only to be able to charge home the very sithto Jews
(Acts 3:14), but was also chosen by God to be weewor of

His justice on the flagrant deceit of Ananias. Ttue was a
wanton sin—a course of deceit being practiced mexelgive

others a false impression of his generosity, andpigear other
than he was. This, alas, is another common vaatthis sin.

Anxious to stand well in the eyes of our fellow meather than
those of God, we do not hesitate sometimes to ddste

deceitful practices to appear to others better tharare, and so
to get praise from men that we do not deserve.lyusach a

course needs only to be named to be condemned &y ev
upright heart. All these instances have been saletom the
lives of professing children of God, and will wedpay careful
consideration, giving, as they do, striking illagtons of the
main causes of deceit and lying among Christiares may be
told without using the lips; we may act so as tceile, and
seek to excuse ourselves because we may haveidatisa is
untrue. This is worthless subterfuge, and will st@nd before
God for a moment. All such refuges of lies will Blgeep away.

The only way to be happy before Him, and to benp degree
like Christ, is to turn our backs firmly and redely on deceit
in every shape and form by word and deed; and méter in
God’s strength, that we will earnestly seek to sayl do
nothing that is not absolutely true, thus savingselves from
reaping the bitter fruits of shame and sorrow thiftsome day
follow. May God help each one of us that is temgigdhis sin
to overcome it in His strength, and to learn toatdnd hate it
because it is so hateful to Christ, and so dishiogoto His
name.

“The lip of truth shall be established for ever; buta lying
tongue is but for a moment’ Pro. 12:19.

A.T.Schofield
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REST
"Shall I not seek rest for thee, that it may be well with thee?”

LOVING KINDNESS
Psalm 36:5-10

We have been engaged with the sphere where the
constraining love of Christ is known, and | wish tofollow
that then in using this Psalm as a description of dw that
love has reached us and what it has brought us intd have
passed over the opening verses where the sinfubctea of
man is outlined; assured that all in this compaayehbeen
awakened to that fact, and have accepted the lesasJChrist
as Savior. We have movements described here, begimith
Jehovah in the heavens, and reaching down to il sons of
men in this world, with a view to constituting themghteous.
The section which | have read begins with mercy, emds with
a people once sinful but now constituted righteiouthe divine
estimation.

“Thy mercy, O LORD, is in the heavens.” This word
“mercy” is the same word as that which is translatd twice
in this Psalm as “loving-kindness.” It appears to b a
compound word which can be translated as mercy; l®;
kindness or, as here, loving-kindness. That mercy as
toward us in the heavens. It is the fruit of the lee of God,
and this had its beginning in the heaven®ne is reminded at
once of the great chapter where the sinful needantkind is so
clearly stated, Ephesians 2. In that chapter thecynef God,
springing from His great love, shows the attitude God
towards us as sinners, and as the fruit of thet dreasing He
has brought us into sovereign mercy. He will ong stzow His
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

That mercy began in heaven and was toward us,dwtwas it
to reach us? That brings us to the second staterfiehy
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faithfulness reacheth unto the cloudat’ one time | thought
this reaching was upward, but now | see it is downard.
The word *“reaching” is in italics, but a movement
downward is obviously in view. It suggests the dowmard
movement of our Lord Jesus Christ in order to bringthat
mercy to us, and to demonstrate the faithfulness o6od.
Promises of blessing for mankind had long been made
through the prophets, and it may have seemed as tan
lengthened that God had forgotten His promisesWe have
but to turn to the first chapter of the New Testatrte see how
God has implemented them: “The book of the germratif
Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abrah@viat. 1:1).
Then further down that same chapter “Behold, aiwvisiall be
with child” (v. 23). Here in the first chapter of the New
Testament we see the promises of God fulfilled.aking those
promises in the order in which they were histohcglven, we
read thatlesus Christ was the seed of the woman, the seed of
Abraham, and the seed of David. The birth of Jesu€hrist
was the fulfillment of all three. Thus we see that Matthew,
chapter 1, is an outstanding witness to the fdtlelss of God.
Reaching to the clouds would involve the downwam/ement
of our Lord Jesus to reach us in mercy.

“Thy righteousness is like the great mountains.” M¥ad in the
margin, “the mountains of God (EL)", a title whiateans “The
Mighty God;” the word great does not refer to theumtains
but to God. This statement obviously reaches deangatth, and
involves the Son of God moving through this wontddmoral
elevation as suggested by the mountakise times in the
gospel by Matthew we read of the Lord being on a
mountain. Does it not assure us that as moving heri
Manhood, His pathway through this world was one ofnoral
elevation? This righteousness, as seen in Him while here, was
manifested in every step of His pathway.

But if the righteousness of God was to reach ubl@ssing,
another step was necessary, and that step is innéx¢
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statement. “Thy judgments are a great deep.” Referehas
been made to the book of Job, and | also call éterio one
interesting feature found in that book. Elihu sgeak God's
showing man what was righteous — that came to lighthe
pathway of our Lord — but he adds, “He will rend&to man
His righteousness” and that could be only as dtre§the work
upon the cross (Job 33:23-26). So we read of “atgteep,” the
place to which Christ went with a view to bringingen into
righteousness before God. The result of that staspsecured
preservation for man and beast. We know from Romans
chapter 8, that both man and the whole of the gngacreation
will yet share in this recovery in the world to cenSuch then
have been the movements of Christ in His love.

If such have been the movements downward, there ie be
with us a movement upward, as the blessed answer itoall.
Already we are beyond the judgment of God as having
believed the gospel; moreover we are constitutedginteous
through the cross of Christ; soon we shall meet theord on
the cloud and enter heaven with Him, to be for evewith the
Lord. We shall thus be in the place where mercy hadts
beginning and we shall be there forever.

“How excellent is Thy loving-kindness, O God! Thiere the
children of men put their trust under the shadow'loy wings”,
(v. 7). The first effect in us when we came to appreciateis
loving-kindness was that we put our trust in GodUnder the
shadow of His wings implies that we are eternadjes Well
may the apostle write, “the goodness of God leadetle to
repentance” (Rom. 2:4). As a result of our trusGiod we are
saved and brought into the circle of abundantfsation, as we
read, “They shall be abundantly satisfied withféteess of Thy
house.” In the details of the offerings we learattthe fat was
always for God; it was His portion of that whichegis of
Christ. Thus we are brought to enjoy the pleasure of the
Father in His well-beloved Son; surely the regionfosatisfied
desire.He who is the “bread of God” is also the “breadifef”
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He is food for God and food for His people. Then mgad “Thou
shalt make them drink of the river of Thy pleasur@ead sustains
and water satisfies, and we have both abundant saéhment and
abundant satisfaction in the house of God. This bemes available
to us in our gatherings, for the house carries a dective
character. Someone said to a brother, “Meetings, nedings. Why
you would think we should die without them.” “Yes,” said the
brother, “I believe | would.” It is in fellowship o ne with another
that we enjoy these blessing to the full.

“With Thee is the fountain of life” (v. 9)The fountain of life is with
God, but He has not held back, it is flowing towardus all. It is life
in the power of the Holy Spirit, “living water” as our Lord called
it. The fountain is with God, and the Spirit fills osouls with the
love of God, and “in thy light shall we see ligh8éhn tells us in his
epistle that we are in the light and are walkingréh Both life and
light are available to us in the power of the SpifiGod, and added
to this is “loving-kindness” (v. 10)Who but the Son could have
made life, light and love available to us™MHe who came down from
heaven to do the will of Him that sent Him. Thisvatves the
gathering of all those whom the Father has givan,Hind we are in
that company today. Can we doubt that the Son maeen to
secure this company, and produce from them woitshlpis Father?
Whilst it has resulted in such wonderful blessiagds, the outcome
is that our hearts are led in praise and worshiph&o Father, the
Source of all.

David in the Psalm asks that loving-kindness agtitéousness may
continue to the upright in heart, and we can be shat these things
will continue as long as there are those in thisldvavho value and
desire them. Through the love and mercy of our @Gedhave been
drawn into this wonderful circleMay we appreciate it fully by
eating of this rich provision and drinking of this living water.
Sustained and satisfied we shall then rise in morauperiority to
the blandishments and attractions of this world, ad our hearts
will respond in praise and worship to our God.

G. Davison
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QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

Q. I read a passage of the Scripture the other day thguzzled
me a little. It is Roman 11:26.What does it mean it all of Israel
will be saved? I'd appreciate any help. M.C.

A. Apart from the dispensational truth that one findsthe
scripture regarding Israel, especially the refeesnwe see in
chapters 9-11 of Romans, it is good for us to wtded that in
a coming day there will be a remnant that will basidered the
true Israel that God had in mind.

The Blessed God will deal again with Israel as #onawhen
the assembly is no longer on earth; however, thatsan of all
Israel pertains to the faithful remnant.

The prophet Isaiah mentions the word remnant at [Eatimes;
| will quote just one here: “Unless Jehovah of bdsdd left us a
very small remnant...” (Isa. 1:9). Also read Isai@h2D-22.

The apostle Paul quotes the above references in R@w-28,
“Though the number of the children of Israel bethees sand of
the sea, a remnant shall be saved.” So when hesctinohapter
11:26 he has in mind the remnant. Also keep in ntivad Paul
takes up the subject from God’s divine purpose wien
declared in chapter 9:6, “For they are not alldskghich are of
Israel.”

I hope this will be of a little help.

Much love in Christ
JA
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THE SOUL’S DESIRE

I’'m waiting for Thee, Lord, Thyself then to see,rtip
I’'m waiting for Thee, at Thy coming again.

Thy glory’ll be great, Lord, in heavenly state, dor
Thy glory’ll be great at Thy coming again.

Caught up in the air, Lord, that glory we’ll shakeyd;
Each saint will be there, at Thy coming again.
How glorious the grace, Lord, that gave such aelaord,;
It's nearing apace, at Thy coming again.

We'll sit on Thy throne, Lord, confessed as ThimenplLord,
Of all to be known at Thy coming again.
But glory on high, Lord, is not like being nigh, fcb
When all is gone by, at Thy coming again.

The traits of that face, Lord, once marred throligk grace,
Lord.
Our joy'll be to trace at Thy coming again;
With Thee evermore, Lord, our hearts will adoresd.o
Our sorrow’ll be o’er at Thy coming again.

But, better than all, Lord, to rise at Thy call,rdp
Adoring to fall, at thy coming again.
With Thee, clothed in white, Lord, to walk in thgHt, Lord,
Where all will be bright at Thy coming again.

Forever with Thee, Lord, and like Thee to be, Lord,
Forever with Thee at Thy coming again.
I'll live in Thy grace, Lord, I'll gaze on Thy fagé.ord,
When finished my race, at Thy coming again.
I'll talk of Thy love, Lord, with Thee there abovieord.
Thy goodness still prove, at Thy coming again.
J. N. Darby
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A gentleman standing by Niagara Falls saw an eagle
swoop down upon a frozen lamb encased in a floating
piece of ice. The eagle stood upon it as it was
“drifting” on toward the rapids. Every now and
again the eagle would proudly lift his head into tke
air to look around him, as much as to say, “l am
‘drifting’ on toward danger, but | know what | am
doing; | will fly away and make good my escape
before it is too late”

When he heard the falls he stopped and spread his
powerful wings and leaped for his flight; but alas! alas!
while he was feasting on that dead carcass his feet
had frozen to its fleece.He leaped and shrieked and
beat upon the ice with his wing until the ice, the frozen
lamb, and the eagle all went over the falls and down
into the chasm and darkness below.

Thisis areal picture of every one who has begun to live
his life, enjoying al that it has to offer without thinking
of the eternal destiny ahead, intending to stop before he
goes too far. But heistoo busy feasting on the carcass
of sin until it is too late to repent and turn to Jesus for
salvation. And with afearful cry, “TOO LATE,” hefals
into hell where he will be tormented for ever and ever.

The Bible has good news for you. It tells you:
“..behold, now is the accepted time, beholbw is the
day of salvation”. 2 Corinthian 6:2

“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be
saved”. Acts 16:30, 31.

Do it today before it is too late!



